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THE PRESIDENT’S IREPORT

Happy June!

It's finally starting to feel [
like summer, although it still |EEs
seems like | need to wear a
thick jacket at night. | don't
know about you, but I'm
tired of all these windy days
that we've been having.

But summer is on its way,
so that means our Summer
Singles league has just
started.  Currently there
are 70 participants in this
league, so there are plenty
of opportunities to work on your singles game, so
please sign up if you're interested.

On the USTA side, we have the 55+ Adult season,
which just ended, so good luck to those teams who
made it to playoffs.

6.0M - Patrick Forden, Alan Roth

7.0M - Jeff Bennett, Alan Roth

8.0M - Lloyd Hohenstein, Kevin Kyono
9.0M - Brian ltalia

7.0W - Tammie Snyder

8.0W - Tammie Snyder, Lisa Italia

Garvin Tom
2025 WCRC President

We also have the 18+ Adult season, whose regular
seasonis coming to an end this month. Idon’t know
about you, but this season seemed to fly by quick.
Or maybe it was because | didn’t start playing any
18+ matches until the second weekend of May.
LOL! And don’t forget we also have the 40+ Mixed
season starting this month, too.

We had another successful Calcutta event last
month, and congratulations to Sidd Nigam and
Jessica Rudd, who won it all. This tournament
can be unpredictable, and occasionally you'll
get a team out of nowhere coming out on top,
so sometimes you never know. | would also like to
thank Tammie Snyder, the Calcutta committee, our
scorekeepers, and all our volunteers who helped
set up and clean up on both Friday and Saturday.
This event wouldn’'t have been possible without
you. The Calcutta highlights will be in our July issue.

And finally, don't forget we have our Longest Day
tennis event coming up June 21, so mark your
calendars for that.

See you on the courts!
Ganin Tom
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EMBERSHIP

Connor Ard

Divya Dixit

Frances Donovan
Elaine Eigenmann
Scoftt Eversole
Matthew Goldberg
Alex James
Nicholas Mastrangelo
James Mittelberger
Elani Phan

John Spoerl

William Yeh

Fairfield
Walnut Creek
Berkeley
Dublin
Moraga
Lafayette
Lafayette
Walnut Creek
Oakland
Milpitas
Concord
Walnut Creek
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Welcome to Our 12 New Members
Current Membership: 1,212

Each month a random draw
will pick a WCRC member's
name to receive free WCRC
membership for a year!

This month's winner is:

& ‘ Membership questions contact:

Pam Maloney at 925-787-3970 or
email at: pam4tenis@gmail.com

-

ADULT (EAa0E
SECTIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP




Working to Make the Game

S 68 t' i g h t Accesiiibmlz;zai:teryone

Interview and article by Glenn McBee

he sport of tennis, but he says the game “changed my life” and is constantly looking for

W CRC member Kimmel (pronounced as in “Michelle”) Sadat is as relative newcomer to
.I.

ways to pay it forward and expand the community of people who are able to access the
many joys and benefits of the game, particularly in underserved communities that are tragically

under represented on the tennis courts.

A Bay Area native, Kimmel grew up in Concord and as a child he spent a lot of time at Heather Farm

fishing whenever they stocked the pond with fish, the genesis of a
lifelong passion for angling. As a child, Kimmel's primary sport was
soccer, which he played both as a youth and at Ygnacio Valley High
School, but tennis was always enigmatic to him. He clearly recalls
one day in high school seeing some kids playing tennis and went out
to join them in his jeans, and he experienced what he describes as a
kind of “stigma” around the unfamiliar sport since he was accustomed
to excelling on the more familiar soccer pitch; tennis just wasn't
“cool” at that stage of his life, whereas soccer was instrumental in
Kimmel's personal development. Growing up, Kimmel's family did
not have a lot of excess resources for
extracurricular activities, and Kimmel's
soccer coaches became influential
mentors in his life, often giving him rides
to and from practice and helping him
process life's challenges, in addition
to coaching his soccer teams. It's a
leadership model Kimmel currently emulates and extends through his

own work as an adult.

in an effort to get back in shape,
and one day when he brought his
mountain bike info Sports Basement
for maintenance he saw a tennis
racquet on display and decided to
give the sport another try. He picked
up a big 105 sq in power/spin frame
off the clearance rack. This time as an adult, he took o the sport
and enjoyed hifting, but since this was during the fime when the
pandemic had effectively shut down most public facilities, Kimmel
began mainly by hitting against the wall or using the ball machine
at Heather Farm. Wanting to play more often but not knowing
exactly how to contact other players, Kimmel started a Facebook
group, “East Bay Tennis,” and while the Facebook group generated
tfremendous interest and is currently up to 3,000 members, Kimmel
mainly kept practicing against the wall and with the ball machine.

Kimmel stumbled upon tennis again by chance in 2020, at the
height of the Covid pandemic. He had taken up moun’rom blklng
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Eventually, since he obviously enjoyed the new sport, a friend
recommended that he join one of Tammie Snyder’'s famously
huge Monday practice sessions. He did, met many new players,
and has been a steady presence at Heather Farm ever since.
(Since he does not have extensive USTA experience, as of this
writing Kimmel is still a self-rated 4.0 player, although his skill level
is probably at the top end of his rating and he plays for Steve
Lehmer’s 4.5 team. Kimmel's game has improved so much and
he's at the club so often that he regularly fills in and teaches
classes for Lifetime Activities whenever there’s a need.

As he played more often,
only helped
Kimmel regain his physical
fitness, it also provided him a
new outlet for his passion to
give back to his community
in even more meaningful
ways, in addition to feaching
classes at Heather Farm. A
self-described “goal setter”,
one month Kimmel saw
in the racquet club newsletter that Ygnacio Valley High, his
alma mater, was in need of a tennis coach. Always looking
for new ways to give back to his community, Kimmel took on
the challenge and even though he had never coached tennis
before, he found that he had a knack forit and could relate well
to the young players; he's been coaching at Ygnacio Valley
High for three years now, and in addition to teaching the basic
skills of the game, Kimmel tries to be the type of life mentor that
many of his own coaches were when he was younger.

Since he's always on the lookout for the next opportunity to give

back to the community, in addition to coaching and mentoring, Kimmel also founded a nonprofit
organization, the “LOLA tennis foundation” [lolatennis.org]. LOLA stands for “love one, love all”,
and the organization’s mission is to improve access to the game to children in underserved areas,
because coaching and lessons can be so expensive and exclusive that the costs associated with
the sport preclude many children, particularly in low-income communities, from taking up tennis,
and he feels that everyone just needs resources and exposure to the sport fo understand it’s “cool,”
so that they can realize the many benefits that Kimmel himself has gained from the game. The
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LOLA foundation goes even further than that,
however, and Kimmel uses it as an avenue to
help the participants achieve higher goals in
theirlives, things like pursuing higher education.
Just another example of Kimmel trying to help
others become the best person they can be
by fusing the roles of coach and mentor.

Kimmel still lives in Concord, where he serves
as caretaker for both of his parents, and when
he's not on the court playing, coaching,
or leading a class he regularly heads to the
mountains to go fishing, which remains one of
his passions. He has recently branched out into
different forms of arfistic expression, however,



Kimmel Sadat continued...

and took up dancing (salsa and bachata) and
playing the guitar, so clearly Kimmel is spinning
many plates at any given time, and that's the
way he likes it. And, Kimmel still keeps his fishing
gearin his car, so whenever they stock the pond
at Heather Farm he can sneak out between
classes for a few casts. So if you're ever looking
for Kimmel at the club but cannot find him at
the courts, try looking at the pond.

A player’s approach to the game of tennis is so
often a direct reflection of their life philosophy,
and clearly WCRC member Kimmel Sadat has
used the sport as another avenue to give back S ]
to the community, especially the underserved

populations that might never have an opportunity to pick up the game and realize its many
benefits without a little additional prompting and assistance. What a beautiful and refreshing
approach that is to the sport we're all so passionate about. A
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Day participants fight the darkness of Alzheimer’s and all other dementia through
a fundraising activity of their choice on a day that works for them. We've chosen
TENNIS and this is our 10th “The Longest Tennis Rally” since 2016. We have raised
$82,000 by holding a tennis tournament which we call “The Longest Tennis Rally”
and now we invite you again this June.

When: 3:30pm on Saturday, June 21 (Play starts at 4)

Where: Walnut Creek Tennis Center at Heather Farm

Format:  Mixed Doubles

How: Donate $50 or more at https://act.alz.org/goto/TLTR2025

RSVP: TLTR committee or glennmcbee@gmail.com

Sponsor:  Lifetime Activities of Walnut Creek and the Walnut Creek Racquet Club
Spots are limited and sign ups close on 6/14. If you want to join, please, follow the
above link and click the only [DONATE] button. Then, you can choose one of the 4
fundraising members(Euna, Kevin, Doug or Glenn). Every dollar goes directly to the
Alzheimer’s Association. After donating, please send an email to Glenn or let your
fundraiser know, if you want to play in TLTR Tournament.

We will be providing a fraditional “TLD Dinner” with beer, wine and other drinks. More
details will be sent to players via email about a week before the tournament.

Thank you for your continued support!

Save The Date!
The Longest Tennis Rally
Saturday 6/21/25
3:30 to 8:00

“The Longest Tennis Rally" 2025

“The Longest Day is the day with the most light - the summer solstice. The Longest
/|
<

TLTR Committee: Kevin, Doug, Glenn and Euna
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WC-A 40+ Daytime 40+ 4.0 team WINS sectionails!
by Captain Stacey Blackman

What a weekend for our team!

We came into Sectionals with only one line loss/retirement all season and high
hopes. After a tough opening loss to YMCA Presidio, we quickly rebounded with a
sweep of San Carlos to stay in the hunt. On Saturday, we swept both Los Gatos and
Marin CC, putting us in a strong position — but we needed YMCA Presidio to lose
their final match. San Carlos came through, beating them 2-1 and creating a three-
way tie at 3-1. Thanks to our three sweeps, we came out on top with 10 total line
winsl!

In Sunday’s final at Johnson Ranch, we faced the undefeated Marin Tennis Club. We
were on the showcase courts near the USTA desk when, during the first set of Doubles
2, one of our opponents suddenly collapsed out of nowhere. It was a terrifying
moment.

Fortunately, our own Babe Franey — a former sheriff — was on the next court and
immediately took control. Emergency services arrived quickly, and the player was
taken to a local hospital. We've been in touch with their captain and are relieved to
hear she's doing well.

Despite everyone's shaken nerves, the Marin captain said her D2 player would want
us to finish the match — and we did. And we brought home the championship. But
the real takeaway was the strength, compassion, and unity shown by both teams in
that moment. We're proud to be Sectionals Champs — and even prouder of how
our team and community came together when it mattered most.

Sectionals Players Pictured:
Captain Stacey Blackman,
Margaret Harrison, Anne
Poirier, Martha Matrisian,
Kristen Foster, Ana Larner,
Babe Franey, Laurie
Radanovich, Cassie Kim,
Christine Hohenstein, Lara
Flowers & Esther Parti

Players not at Sectionals:
Co-Captain Megan Patterson,
Bridget  Bradford, Melissa
Smith, Nicole Shay & Sonia
Barnoffthen.
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65+ 6.0 Men’s team finish in first and head to sectionais!!

by Glenn McBee

After a great season in Diablo North finishing in first place with an 8-2 record, our team
traveled to St. Mary’s for a couple of days of Sectionals tennis. A round robin format pitted
us against teams from Sunnyvale, Crow Canyon and our fellow feam from Walnut Creek.

The venue was perfect, the play was good and the fellowship was even better. We didn’t
win it all, but we competed on every line. We finish the year at 9-4, well done team and
great job Captain Mike!

Front row -Lonnie Arroyo, Dan Katzman (Our mentor)

Back row - Glenn McBee (co-captain), Jim Greig, Dale Lifson, Michael Bloomstein (captain),

Hess Rouhafza, Sandy Warren

Not pictured - Alan Biocca, Peter David, George Day, Barry Greenwald, Bruce Koliha, John

Kreiter, Dan Madison, Michael Schmidt, Scott Wood
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Jim Greig

Sandy Warren

.\_r-—'

Hess Rouhalza,
John Kreiter,
Glenn McBee,
Bruce Koliha,
captain Michael
Bloomstein,
Alan Biocca,
George Day,
Scott Wood

- DU LEAGUE
\ | SECTIONMBHAMPIONSHIP

LT, e

Lonnie Arroyo

The Court Reporter = June 2025




b5 IO Menia team Sectiona ¢

The Court Reporter = June 2025



L T P R S

The Court Reporter = June 2025 13



of 1O 31 9IMIFSectionals e

The “Fence Crashers make it to sectionals! by Jeff Bennett
The “Fence Crashers” (WCRC 3.5 40+mens || - =y
team) captained by Jeff Bennett and Guru =& B e o
Acharya was established a couple years g;’; =
ago by Michael Rubiano. The team went == a3
7-3 during the season and won their first " .
two playoff matches against Sleepy Hollow
and Walnut Country to earn their first
appearance at Sectionals. After a loss to
Willow Pass, they had to settle for a wildcard
entry to Sectionals at Gold River. While
many of the players that helped the team
succeed in playoffs were not available for
Sectionals, this gave everyone else on the

e D

L3

team the opportunity to play, with almost .. . o === i W

everyone getting an opportunity fo play Sectionals Day 1 (l-r): Steve Bliss, Greg
twice. The level of tennis and the ability of the Snyder, James Tak, Dana Dominguez, Jeff
players we faced at sectionals came as a surprise Bennett, Dan Do and Scott Bishop.

for many of our team. And challenged us to
be better next year!

The Team: Anton Andreev, Guru Acharya,
Jeff Bennett, Scott Bishop, Steve Bliss, Dan
Do, Dana Dominguez, Andrey lzmaylov,
Chris Kemp, Alan Lam, Ron Lee, Srikant
Ramakrishnan, Brady Rogers, Greg Snyder,
Kevin Suh, James Tak and Michael Xie.

Sectionals Day 2 (I-r): Ron Lee, Dana
Dominguez, Jeff Bennett, Greg Snyder,
Andrey Izmaylov, Kevin Suh, Guru
Acharya and Dan Do.

Having a beer at the Burning Barrel
Brewing Company

(I-r): Ron Lee, Andrey Izmaylov, Jeff
Bennetft, Dan Do, Guru Acharya and
Srikant Ramakrishnan.
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Back in March, we wrapped up the 2024 Fall Mixed season with a tournament that brought
together players from different levels. Despite a few curveballs from the weather—and some
scheduling conflicts—most of the matches were able to get played, even if a handful had to
be rescheduled for later.

The mix of skill levels made for some exciting matchups, with newer players getting great
experience and seasoned players showing off their game. All in all, it was a great turnout and
a solid end to the season!

For 2025 the WCRC will be introducing a Fall Mixed Doubles Tournament in lieu of a full four
month season. We are scheduled to hold the tournament October 3-5, 2025. Details to follow
in upcoming newsletters.

The Court Reporter = June 2025 15
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FallEMixed Poubles Reculite

650IMixed 7A00Mixed

Brigitte Shaw & Dave Wong defeated Sandra Harris & Eugen Beyder defeated
Mary Soe & Mark Keeling Melissa Bach/Steve Lehmer
6-2, 6-0 6-3, 7-6

820)

Stephanie Steiber/Chris Alexander

defeated Brian Hennessy/Cristina Tudor Check out the Fall Mixed Doubles
2-6, 6-3, 6-2 Tournament photos here:

https://zenfolio.page.link/za4jR
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Full Name

Address

City Zip

Home Phone

Work Phone

Cell Phone

Email

NTRP Rating:

Great prize selection for winner and runner-up
in each division!
Keepsake items for all participants!

| would like to enter the following divisions:

d Women’'s 3.0 (1 Men’'s 3.0
(d Women’'s 3.5 (d Men's 3.5
d Women's 4.0 1 Men's 4.0

(d Women's 4.5/5.0 (d Men's 4.5/5.0

lam a: ™ WCRC Member ($25)
1 Non-Member ($35)

Checks to:
c/o Steve Lehmer
P.O. Box 30173

Walnut Creek, CA 94598
wcrc.net/login

Or Online:

Walinut Creek Racquet Club

2025 WCRC Men'’s & Women's

‘

Register

on-line at
www.wcrc.net

Dates:

Entry Fee
per bracket:

Note:

Scheduling:

Format:

Match Site:
Scoring:

Standings:

Tournament:

April 14 - Sept 7th

$25 WCRC Members
$35 non-WCRC Members

4.5/5.0 combined in regular
season, but will have separate
playoffs/championship.

This is an open schedule. Players
are responsible for scheduling
their own matches. Players will be
provided with a contact list of
participants in their division.

Best two out of three sets. When
opponents agree, a super tie
breaker (10 point) can be used in
lieu of the third set. Winner gets
unopened can.

Any site mutually agreed upon

The winner is responsible for
reporting the match score by
logging on to www.wcrc.net

Division standings will be
updated on a real time basis as
scores are posted

End-of-season tournament with
draw determined by league
standings.

Tournament will begin in Sept,

with 1 round per week,

scheduled by player arrangement.
Hosted tournament at Heather
Farm scheduled mid to late
October for Semis and Finals.

A minimum of 4 players are
required to generate a draw.

Questions? Call Steve Lehmer at (925) 285-0028 or via e-mail Lehmer@pacbell.net

The Court Reporter = June 2025
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@ Lifetime Activities What’s Happening at the Courts?

OPERATING HOURS AT WCTC
Monday — Friday: 8am-10:00pm e Saturday & Sunday: 8am-8pm

SUMMER IS OFFICIALLY HERE!

Lietle Tennis & Little Rallyer Camp - Fam-Tlam With warmer weather in the forecast we wanted to
Leade Tenwis & Lictlo Rallyer Camp & Skilly Add-On - Sam-12pm share some helpful tips to keep you safe out there.
Agm &5 Hard courts add reflection and residual heat, making

Levet Begnning — &dvanced Beginang | 5 players per court ]
Came Fote (4P 4550 4 o 4 £ Apoy the temperature on court even higher, so here are

Skills Ackd-On Caemg Fees [M-F)-$499 | Mo Casp 24 [4-dors): $399 a few ways to beat ’rhe.hea’r this month. Drink water
every 15 minutes, even if you don't feel thirsty. Take
frequent breaks in the shade to prevent overheating.
Wear sun protection, hats, sunscreen, loose or
compression coverings to help reduce the impact

of UV rays on your skin. Stay safe and have fun out
there!

All-Day Tennis & Activitios Camp - Sam-dpm - Ages 815
: N Ty O i SUMMER PROGRAMS ARE ALL OPEN FOR
Lewek: Beginring — Intermediate | B players per court REGISTRATION

Camp Foes (M-} S579 ] "No Camp 7 [ days)- £467 Summer Camps and Classes are open for
#_,_:_.._-',,;;#" registration. Our Summer programs include Adult and

= Youth classes along with week-long Summer Camp
Afternoon Activities Camp - Tpmedpm - Ages 815 options for kids listed on the right.
Featuring: Table Tennis, Chess, Pickleball and Swim! Check out our offerings and register at: https://www.

Level: Eeginning — Intermediate | B playert per court lifetimeactivities.com/walnut-creek/
Camp Fees (WP 3329 | Mo Comp 244 [d-days)- 1243

JUNE PASSHOLDER SPECIAL

To help prepare for the warmer weather, this month's
passholder special will be 50% off sunscreen. Stop by the office and pick up some discounted sun
protection and help protect your skin this summer! Offer valid while supplies last.

NEW BALLS, PLEASE!
Wilson US Open balls are back! We no longer sell Pro Penn balls, and instead will offer the fan favorite,
US Open ball from Wilson. These balls are known for their performance, consistency and quality feel

on the strings. Stop by the Pro Shop and pick up a can today!

LEAGUE MATCH SCHEDULE WIDGET
View upcoming USTA League and Day League matches here.

Have you Set Up Your CourtReserve Account Yete Appstore  Google Play Store
Use Lifetime Activities CourtReserve App to access your account, make reservations, register for
programs and use credit cards for pro shop purchases. Opt in to push notifications to get real-time
information on court reservation confirmations, cancelations due to inclement weather, and court
waitlist updates. League Captains can also share these QR codes with their players to make sure
everyone can easily check in for their matches.

confirmations, cancelations due to inclement weather, and court waitlist updates. League Captains
can also share these QR codes with their players to make sure everyone can easily check in for their
matches.

Visit us online at www lifetimeactivities.com or stop by the the office at 1751 Heather Drive.
Please call with any questions at 925-945-0105 or 925-945-1102.
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CALENDER OF

EVENTS

Jun 5-8
Jun 9

Jun 12-15
Jun 13
Jun 15
Jun 19-22
Jun 21
Jun 23
Jun 23
Jun 23
Jun 23
Jun 26-29
July 10-13
Jul 11-13
July 17-20
Jul 28

Jul 28

Jul 28

Jul 28
Aug 2
Aug 8-10
Aug 8-10
Aug 15-17
Aug 15-17
Aug 17
Aug 21-24

USTA 55+ Playoffs Round 1

USTA 40+ Mixed Season Opens

USTA 55+ Playoffs Round 2

USTA 18+ DT Season Closes

USTA 18+ Season Closes

USTA 55+ Playoffs Round 3

WCRC Longest Day Tennis Rally

USTA 70+ DT Team Registration Opens
USTA 55+ Mixed Team Registration Opens
USTA Combo Doubles Team Reg Opens
USTA Combo Doubles DT Team Reg Opens
USTA 18+ Playoffs Round 1

USTA 18+ Playoffs Round 2

USTA 55+ Sectionals

USTA 18+ Playoffs Round 3

USTA 70+ DT Team Registration Closes
USTA 55+ Mixed Team Registration Closes
USTA Combo Doubles Team Reg Closes
USTA Combo Doubles DT Team Reg Closes
WCRC Mid-Summer Tournament

USTA 18+ Sectionals Opt 1

USTA 18+ DT Sectionals Opt 1

USTA 18+ Sectionals Opt 2

USTA 18+ DT Sectionals Opt 2

USTA 40+ Mixed Season Closes

USTA 40+ Mixed Playoffs Round 1

TREASURER’S

REPORT

Cara Mia Barnacascel

April 2025
Income
League Dues 0.00
Total for League Dues $1,842.93
Membership Dues 13,919.55
Total for Tournament Dues $2,249.06
Total for Income $18,011.54
Gross Profit $18,011.54
Expenses
Board Meeting 594.38
Captains’ Meetings 687.47
Total for Fall Mixed League Expenses $1,880.60
Total for Summer Singles Expenses $974.75
Total for League Expenses $2,855.35
Nationals Fee 1,424.00
Office Supplies 194.58
Newsletter Printing 59.99
Sectionals Fees 1,210.00
Software 59.99
Taxes 25.00
Tax Preparation 335.00
Tournament Expenses $2,307.64
Website 320.00
Total for Expenses $10,073.40
Net Operating Income $7,938.14

Other Income
Other Expenses

Net Other Income 0.00
Net Income $7,938.14
Balance through April, 2025 $66,863.40
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WCRC LEAGUES/EVENTS

Longest Day Tennis Ralley - June 21

Mid-Summer Tournament - August 2

Mixed Doubles Tournament - Oct 3-5

23



B 4 Jsinmersingiesiteagueststandings
MES Weomen;is

30 W L 30 W L
No matches played yet No matches played yet
385) 335)
No matches played yet Kathy Maratukulam 1 0
20 210
Ken Bakar 3 0 Susan Hill 1 0
AR5 N5
Steve Dellanno 2 0 Mariia Gryukova 1 0

Thanks to the generous donations from Calcutta participants the Ygnacio Valley Boys
Tennis team were overwhelmed by everything they received. It's always great to give
back to the community. Encouraging young tennis players to enjoy the sport we all love!
Thank you alll




