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L-R: Mike Lee, Lloyd Hohenstein, Darcy Beauchemin, Patrick Beauchemin, Jennie Kessinger, Darien Lum,
Athena Lofquist, Steve Lehmer, Heidi Belton, Steve Buchholz, Christine Hohenstein.

not pictured: Garbo Berger, Nga Gross, Caesar Ladion, Jacob Roig and Glenn Teixeira
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THE PRESIDENT’S IQEDOpT

Happy New Year!

| hope everyone had a ff _
wonderful holiday and 2
had a chance to spend
some time with family and
friends and those who are
important in your life. |
also hope a lot of you got
in some tennis as well over
the holidays. Speaking of

Garvin Tom
which, the start of the new 2024 WCRC President
year also brings a start to a

lot of tennis leagues coming up, so let’s get to it.

On the WCRC side, we have three leagues
going on starting with the Fall Mixed league.
The tournament is about a month away, so get
your matches in to get qualified or to move up
in the standings. Our Winter Doubles league has
just started, so please sign up if you're interested.
And if doubles isn’'t your thing, we also have our
WING singles league going on as well.

On the USTA side, first | would like to congratulate
Tammie Snyder’'s 55+ 8.0 Mixed team on winning
Sectionals. They pretty much rolled through
their competition while only losing one line that
weekend. Tammie is starting to make Nationals an
annual trip. LOL! I also would like to congratulate
all our Combo teams who are going to Sectionals.
| see a total of six feams if | counted correctly, so
we will be well represented that weekend.

Continuing with USTA, the start of the new year also
marks the start of a few USTA leagues, including
18+ Mixed, 40+ Adult, and 65+ Adult leagues.
There is plenty of tennis in the next few months,
so let’s just hope the weather cooperates for the
most part this year.

See you on the courtsl!

Garvin Tom
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Stephanie Barmmer

Nick Behling
Gary Bettencourt
Kristen Cassidy

James Crenshaw

Matthew Crenshaw

Nicole Crenshaw
Walker Crenshaw
Daniel DeShara
Caitlin Finnell

Jill Gibson

Jake Greer

Aliza Grosh
Margaret Harrison

Shun Hung

Linda Jones

EMBERSHIP

Orinda
Walnut Creek
Walnut Creek
Concord
Pleasant Hill
Pleasant Hill
Pleasant Hill
Pleasant Hill
Pleasant Hill
Oakland
Orinda
Alamo
Danville
Danville

San Francisco

Lafayette

Membership questions contact:

Pam Maloney at 925-787-3970 or
| email at: pam4tenis@gmail.com

3.5
5.0
N.A.
2.5
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.
4.5
3.0
3.5
3.5
4.0
3.5
4.0
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Welcome to Our 32 New Members

Current Membership: 1212

Grace Kan

Miho Kanauchi
Victoria Killmar
Nancy Korich
Delfina Littlefield
Jeff Nicola

Laurie Radanovich
Kristen Schaffel
Robert Stark
Kristen Steinert
Cally Stock

Bill Strohmeyer
Solia Tong

Kelsey Tu

Leila Zokaei

Orinda
Walnut Creek
Orinda
Moraga
Walnut Creek
Orinda
Danville
Moraga
Berkeley
Orinda
Orinda
Walnut Creek
Concord
Orinda
Moraga

Each month a random draw will pick a
WCRC member’s name to receive free
WCRC membership for a year!

This month’s winner is:

WCRC membership. ol

Scan here to y il
renew or sign up for ‘g4

3.5
2.5
2.5
4.0
2.5
4.0
4.0
4.0
4.0
2.5
2.5
N.A.
2.5
N.A.
2.5




Giving Back While

s""‘“"”“"f”tl- ht Cracking Jokes:
POtIg Doug Fish
Interview and article by lan McLaughlin

As an effort to get to know our membership the Board has decided to have a monthly column
“Member Spotlight”. We will be interviewing WCRC members and getting to know them. This article
will help us find out how they got introduced to tennis, their background, any favorite memories, eftc.
We hope you enjoy this commentary.

f you're in the mood for a quick laugh and enjoy
! dad jokes, you should catch up with WCRC member

Doug Fish because he's got an endless supply
of them. But Doug'’s frequent wisecracks hardly mask his
earnest desire to support the people and causes that are
close to his heart.

Doug proudly proclaims that he's the only civilian in his
family, as his father served in the Navy, his wife Fanny in the
Air Force, and his daughters Lenore and Opal, both bornin
Israel, each performed their mandatory military service with
the Israeli Defense Forces in Artillery and the Navy Seals.
Although a lifelong civilian, Doug was living in Israel during
the Gulf Warin the “A zone”, so he's familiar with living in an
active war zone himself. Noft surprisingly, supporting military
veterans and their familiesis a very personal cause for Doug.
In 2015, he completed a charity ride to support the Friends
of the Israeli Defense Force (FIDF), cycling across Israel for
six days to raise funds for adaptive cycling equipment and
prosthetic sports devices for wounded veterans. Over the
course of six days they rode over 450 miles across Israel from the Lebanese border up to the Syrian
border down the Egyptian border to the Red Sea for a total elevation gain of over 30,000 feet,
higher than Mt. Everest. You'll often see Doug with his bike at Heather Farm as he trains. In his
typically self-deprecating humor, Doug calls cycling his “excuse to wear Spandex in public.”

I I' l _ Doug hails from Kansas City, which

many people know for its famous
BBQ but to Doug it's the city of four
seasons and lightning bugs, which
most of us have never seen other
than the animation in the classic
ride “Pirates of the Caribbean” at
Disneyland. Doug studied chemical
engineering and received his MBA
at Washington University in St. Louis
before forgoing a stint in the Peace
Corps to volunteer in Israel. He
met his future wife Fanny, an Israeli
native while playing frisbee on
the beaches of Tel Aviv. After their
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courtship and eventual marriage,
they settled in Tel Aviv and both of
their daughters, Lenore and Opal,
were born there. Doug refers to them
as the “Irish twins” because they were
born exactly one year “and twenty
minutes” apart both on St. Patrick’s
Day. The family eventually migrated
back to the United States and settled
briefly in Boston before moving west
to our beautiful NorCal weather and
to fund another start-up. Doug has a
sister in Lafayette so he was familiar
with the Bay Area and felt a special
attraction to Mt. Diablo because only
the devil's weather could thaw them
out from that last Boston Nor’easter!

Doug has far less tennis experience than most club members,
in fact he's only started playing tennis at WCRC about fifteen
years ago when Lenore was coaching kids with our former
pro Coach Mac. Doug took readily to tennis but admits that
his level of satisfaction in tennis greatly outpaces his skill level.
Like most WCRC members Doug appreciates that we enjoy
a special community of people at Heather Farm, not only
competitive players but great individuals who support one
another and our community through events like “The Longest
Rally” organized by Euna, Glenn & Kevin to fund Alzheimer’s
research. Come out during the Summer Solstice this June to
partficipate in the experience.

Doug plays a lot of USTA league tennis with WCRC, both
3.5 league and mixed doubles. He initially learned mixed
doubles strategies from the ubiquitous Tammie Snyder, who
gave him pro tips like “if your penis can touch the net, you're
standing too close.”

Doug worked in venture capital in Israel and has many a
scar from his few start-up experience. Currently he is founder
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CHAMPIONSHIPS

of a financial advisory
team at Merrill Lynch,
where he says his job
is to “help emotional
people make rational
decisions.”

Besides tennis and
cycling, Doug
gardens as his
personal therapy.
His father was a
master gardener
back in Kansas City.
He and Fanny live
near Arbolado Park,
and Fanny runs her
own jewelry design

business in Walnut Creek, “Fanny Fish Designs.” His oldest daughter, Lenore has settled nearby

in Vacaville and works as a veterinary technician.

You frequently hear him called “fish fish”, which
a play on words since the Hebrew word for *fish”
sounds very similar to “Doug.”

Although always a jokester, Doug is quite serious
about finding ways to help others, and based on
his father’s experience with Parkinson’s Disease,
Doug co-founded MyPersonal, Inc in the early
days of the internet to create affinity groups to
connect people who are experiencing similar
kinds of trauma in their lives. Quite the clever
idea since we were dialing up fo the Internet on
56k baud modems and Myspace was the only
fledging social media company at that fime.

Doug’s youngest daughter Opal lives in Tel

P rr
e S 1
Mt Hizgiyyahu

Aviv and is currently spending far too
much time hunkered down in a bomb
shelter during the current Israeli-Hamas
war. Between that conflict and the
fighting between Russia and Ukraine
and elsewhere around the globe, Doug
foresees a rising need for veterans’
support in the coming years.

To quote lyricist Elvis Costello, what's
so funny ‘bout peace, love, and
understanding? Just ask WCRC member
Doug Fish. You'll get an answer and
probably a dad joke as well.

Happy New Year! May Shalom/Peace
prevail in 2024 and beyond. <
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Q Tennis News @

Deuces Wild at it again...

Cara Mia Barnacascel knows how to put together winning teams. Both her 5.5 and 6.5 Combo Women's
team made it deep in playoffs. The 6.5's fell just short in the 3rd round of playoffs falling to Orinda
Country Club. The 5.5 team cleared playoffs and are now heading to sectionals! Good luck tfeam!!

5.5 Combo Women

Brigitte Shaw, Kayla Baier, Captain Cara Mia
Barnacascel, Mary Soe Audra Lutter, Miwa
Yoneyama, Veronika Mora-Mieszkowski,
Michele Turton with Rudi Laura Johnson and
| Maria Rueda

------

not pictured: Melissa Bach, Barbara Beckley,
Michelle Gonzales, Nellie Hill, Dana Keating,
| Kiki Lang, Christine Pitt, Kirsten Sines, Courtney
A White, Jisun Yoo

6.5 Combo Women (Round 1)
Audra Lutter, Brigitte Shaw, Arwa Kaddoura, j
Rebecca Kay, Tammie Snyder, Captain Cara | &

6.5 Combo Women (Round 2)
Wendy Greer, Brigitte Shaw, Arwa Kaddoura,
Captain Cara Mia Barnacascel Kiki Lang,
Tammie Snyder, and Michelle Holcenberg

not pictured: Dana Andrew, Melissa Bach,
Jennifer Cano, Cherie Charbonneau, Teri
Francie, Michelle Gonzales, Betsy Kemp,
Meilan Liu, Adrianna Lugo, Pam Owens and
Courtney White
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Q Tennis News @

7.5 Combo Women Heading to Sectionals

In the final round of playoffs both Walnut Creek teams matched up together. Unfortunately Kelly
Sanchez team had to default one line due to iliness. Tammie Snyder and Pru Pruden’s team prevailed.
But we are all one family at Heather Farm so we took a group photo.

Below:
Tammie Snyder
and Jennifer Grant

7.5 Combo Women teams

Tami Lightle, Cassie Kim,
Tammie Snyder, Pru Pruden,
Katie Olla, Robin Elawady, Robin
Hultgren, Samantha Dullea,
Rosalynd Zahiri, Allyson Garcia,
Lena Larionova, Olga Ivanova,
Abby Sexton, Heidi Belton and - ‘-‘
Garbo Berger. N - 8

Not pictured: Lani Aurelius,
Kayla Baier, Dana Baioni,
Danielle Calbeck, Cherie Charbonneau, Zuhal Elhan, Miwa
Feinberg, Arwa Kaddoura, Rebecca Kay, Sally Krapf, Cristina
Tudor, Stephanie Chamberlin, Tammy Fox, Jill Freeman,
Margaret Harrison, Heather Houston, Tracey Hull, Jenna
James, Jill Krimmel, Kelley Krock, Nancy Levin, Shannon
Lynch, Gail Pearson, Kelly Sanchez, Shashanna Singh and
Maddie Thomas.

Birthday Girl Garbo Berger!
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Q Tennis News @

8.5 Combo Women Finish the Season 10-0

When Jessica Kim put together this all-star cast of players she had no idea how dominate they would
be. The team didn’t lose a line until their 7th match! They finished the season only dropping 2 lines and
only 10 setfs which is remarkable. They played numerous different partnerships and still prevailed. They
met up against Orindawoods who was a strong contender and edged them out in the second round
of playoffs. Since there was a wild card in Diablo North both teams are heading to Sectionals January
19-21. Go Creek!!!

8.5 Combo Women team

Noa Ramo-Larios, Stephanie Stieber, Tammie Snyder, Darcy Beacuhemin, Cristina Tudor, Chandra Thomas, and
Jamille Lee.

Not pictured: Heidi Belton, Danielle Calbeck, Jessica Delesus, Angie Esswein, Bomy Hagopian, Cassie Kim,
Jessica Kim, Janell Mollenhauer, Elani Phan, Angelita Vallejo and Fenny Widjaja.
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O Tennis News @

55+ 8.0 Mixed Team Make Their Way to Nationals!!!

After three years and three sectionals runs (one of them winning sectionals) Steve Lehmer and Tammie
Snyder’s 55+ 8.0 Mixed team are finally heading to Nationals.

After having to revamp their team from scratch they put together a winning roster. At sectionals they
played ALL 17 players on their roster and dropped only one line! The team is heading to Scottsdale, AZ
to compete at Nationals March 22-24.

To add to the excitement we had a surprise birthday celebration
for Steve and as it turned out teammate Mike Lee as wellll

55+ 8.0 Mixed team

Darcy Beauchemin, Patrick Beauchemin, Heidi Belton, Garbo Berger,
Steve Buchhola, Nga Gross, Christine Hohenstein, Lloyd Hohenstein,
Jennie Kessinger, Caesar Ladion, Mike Lee, Steve Lehmer, Athena

Lofquist, Darien Lum, Jacob Roig, Tammie Snyder and Glenn Teixeira.

front row: Mike Lee, Steve Lehmer, Melissa Bach

second row: Tammie Snyder, Athena Lofquist, Garbo Berger, Christine Hohenstein,

back row: Brian Hennessey, Heidi Belton, Kim Caison, Jennie Kessinger, Catherine Sampietro, Darien Lum, Chris
Alexander, Garvin Tom, Steve Buchholz, Ryan Lehmer, Lloyd Hohenstein, Darcy Beauchemin, Patrick Beauchmin,
Luke Beauchemin, Sandra Harris, Thinh Vo, Justin Snyder, Brett Berger, Madison Lehmer and Stephanie Steiber.
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@ Lifetime Activities What’s Happening at the Courts?

OPERATING HOURS AT WCTC
Monday - Friday: 8am-10:00pm e Saturday & Sunday: 8am-8pm

COURT BENCH UPDATE

We are currently going over Court Bench options with the City of Walnut Creek and hope to make
a decision in early January. Once the benches arrive and are assembled, we will be able to
immediately move them onto the courts.

Our goalis to have new benches on the courts within the month of January. We thank you for your
continued patience. In the meantime, we have seats available for use on court. Please come by
the main office to inquire with one of our office staff.

COURT LIGHT UPDATE

Lifetime Activities is currently in talks with our lighting repair company to come out and repair the
dead court bulbs. This process has taken longer than we anticipated due to our court resurfacing.
Because the courts are still in the process of curing, there are additional precautions that we need
to take to ensure that the courts are not damaged during the lighting repair.

Our goal is to have the company come out in early January to replace the broken bulbs. If you
have any questions/concerns about how this may affect your USTA match(es), please have your
Team Captain contact the general manager at davidr@lifetimeactivities.com.

Thank you fo everyone who attended our Grand Reopening event on Saturday, January 16M A
special thanks to Tammie Snyder who helped organize and run the tennis Round Robin portion! The
occassion, by all counts, was a great success and we hope to run similar community events in 2024.
(see photos on page 15).

Winter 2024 YOUTH & ADULT CLASS REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

Registration for Winter classes is now open for youth and adult! Please visit our website for more
information, and contact Jeff Forbes (Director of Instruction) at jefff@lifetimeactivities.com for
questions.

NEW OFFERING for Winter 2024!

Lifetime Activities is launching a new program offering: Customized Small Group Learning! These
classes will be (2:01) two players to one coach and are a great opportunity for you and a family
member/friend to register and receive more instruction with a coach! Whether you're a beginner
seeking fundamentals or a seasoned player aiming for that killer serve, this program offers the
flexibility to cater to all ages and levels.

Registration is currently open! Registration will be over the phone or in person only!

Please visit our website for more information, and contact Jeff Forbes (Director of Instruction) at
jefff@lifetimeactivities.com for questions.

JANUARY PASSHOLDER SPECIAL
Our January Passholder Special will start Mid-January and will fie into our February Passholder
Special. Please stay tuned for more information!

Visit us online at www.lifetimeactivities.com or stop by the the office at 1751 Heather Drive.
Please call with any questions at 925-945-0105.

@© Lifetime Activities
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WCRC Men’s & Women’s

2024 Winter Doubles League

Available Divisions

(you are eligible to play your level as well as one level above your current USTA rating)

d Men’s 3.0 1 Women’s 2.5/3.0
d Men’s 3.5 1 Women’s 3.5
d Men’s 4.0 1 Women’s 4.0
d Men’s 4.5/5.0 1 Women’s 4.5/5.0

League Cost
$40 per team (both Walnut Creek Racquet Club Members)
$50 per team (one WCRC Member, one non-member)
$60 per team (both non-WCRC members)

League Information

Players may enter the WCRC Winter Doubles League in more than one division (i.e, 3.0 and 3.5),
as long as he/she is playing at or above his/her level.
If a player is entering in more than one division, he/she may enter with the same partner
or a different partner but may not enter with different partners at the same level.

The league runs from January 1, 2024 - June 2, 2024.
The tournament is scheduled for June 14-16, 2024.

Once league play is complete and registration for the end-of-League Tournament begins,
a player may NOT enter the Tournament at more than one level.
No exceptions will be made.

Questions? Call Garvin Tom at (209) 969-5445
or via e-mail gtom12@hotmail.com

£ AA
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WCRC Men’s & Women's 2024 Winter Doubles League

Registration Form (Also on-line at www.wcrc.net)

PLAYER 1 PLAYER 2

Name

Mailing Address

City

ZIP Code

Home Phone

Work or Cell Phone

E-mail address

NTRP level

WCRC Member? O YES 4 NO O YES 4 NO

Division for which you are registering (please check one): NTRP (check one)

d Men’s 3.0 d Women’s 2.5/3.0
d Men’s 3.5 (d Women’s 3.5
d Men’s 4.0 d Women’s 4.0
(d Men’s 4.5/5.0 d Women’s 4.5/5.0

Registration Fees (note - if you are interested in joining the Racquet Club, please download a
membership form from http://www.wcrc.net/about/membership.htm and return it with this application):

* $50 per team (both Walnut Creek Racquet Club Members) « $40 per team for on-line registration
* $60 per team (one WCRC Member, one non-member) « $50 per team for on-line registration
* $70 per team (both non WCRC members) * $60 per team for on-line registration

If you would like to register by mail, return this form with a check for registration fees
(payable to Walnut Creek Racquet Club NOT WCRC) mail to:
Walnut Creek Racquet Club, P.O. Box 4574, Walnut Creek, CA 94596.

Questions? Call Garvin Tom at (209) 969-5445 or via e-mail gtom12@hotmail.com

Loaﬁyo Information: Players may enter the WCRC Winter Doubles League in more than one division (i.e, 3.0 and 3.5), as long as
he/she is playing at or above his/her level. If a player is entering in more than one division, he/she may enter with the same partner or a
different partner but may not enter with different partners at the same level.

The league runs from January 1, 2024 - June 2, 2024. The tournament is scheduled for June 14-16, 2024.

Once League play is complete and registration for the end-of-League Tournament begins, a player may NOT enter the Tournament at
more than one level. No exceptions will be made.
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2023 Men’'s and Women's

WING (V/Inter Spri
Singles Leagues

)

Registration Form

Full Name Dates:
Entry Fee:
Address Hiy Tee
Format:
City Zip Divisions:
Home Phone )
Scheduling:
Work Phone
Cell Phone
Email Match Format:
Current Rating: Q25 Q45
O 3.0 Q5.0
Q35 Q55
Q4.0 Match Site:
I would like to enter the following division: Scoring:
O Women’s 3.0 O Men’s 3.0
O Women'’s 3.5 O Men’s 3.5
O Women'’s 4.0 O Men’s 4.0 .
Standings:
QO Women'’s 4.5/5.0 O Men’s 4.5/5.0
O Women’s 50+ (3.0-5.0) O Men’s 50+ (3.0-5.0)
50+ Division is 1 flight with ALL levels (3.0 - 5,0) 1ournament:
lama: O WCRC Member ($10)
QO Non-Member ($10)
Match Min.:
Checks to:
Or Online:
Questions:

November 6th - April 14th
$10 (per bracket)
Men's Singles/Women's Singles

Men's 3.0 - 4.5+ & 50+
Women's 3.0 - 4.5+ & 50+

This is an open schedule. Players are
responsible for scheduling their own
matches. Players will be provided
with a contact list of participants
within their division.

Best best two out of three sets. When
opponents agree, a super tiebreaker
(10 point) can be used in lieu of the
third set.

Any site mutually agreed upon

The winner is responsible for
reporting the match score by logging
on to www.wcrc.net.

Division standing will be updated on
a real time basis as scores are posted

End-of-season tournament by
arrangement for top 4 players in
standings. Playoff matches to be
complete 4/15 to 5/31.

1 match

Walnut Creek Racquet Club (NOT WCRC)
c/o Cameron Coltharp

336 Blue Ridge Drive

Martinez, CA 94553

wcrc.net/login

camcoltharp@gmail.com
510-717-2107

18
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CALENDER OF
 EVENTS

Jan 1 WCRC Winter Doubles League Opens
Jan 1 USTA 40+ DT League Opens
Jan 2 USTA 40+ League Opens

USTA 18+ Mixed League Opens
Jan 8 USTA 65+ Team Registration Closes
Jan 19-21 USTA Combo Sectionals

USTA Combo DT Sectionals
Jan 22 USTA 55+ Team Registration Opens

USTA 18+ Team Registration Opens

USTA 18+ DT Team Registration Opens

Jan 26 WCRC Fall Mixed League Closes
Jan 26-28 USTA Combo Sectionals
USTA Combo DT Sectionals
Feb 3-4 WCRC Fall Mixed Tournament
Feb 5 USTA 65+ League Opens
Feb 20 USTA 55+ Team Registration Closes

USTA 18+ Team Registration Closes

USTA 18+ DT Team Registration Closes

TREASURER’S

REPORT

Cara Mia Barnacascel
January - November, 2023

WCRC LEAGUES

Fall Mixed League - Aug 1 - Jan 26, 2024
Winter Doubles League - Jan 1 - June 2, 2024

Fall Mixed Tournament - Feb 3-4, 2024

Winter Doubles Tournament - June 14-16, 2024

The Court Reporter - January 2024

Income
League Dues
Fall Mixed Doubles League 1,474.28
Summer Singles League 4,432.50
WING singles 210.34
Winter Doubles League 1,174.39
Total League Dues 7291.51
—_ Membership Dues 21,215.47
Tournament Dues
Total Calcutta Tournament 6246.46
Total Tournament Dues 6246.46
Total Income 34753.44
Gross Profit 34753.44
Expenses
Board Appreciation Dinner 793.67
Board Meeting 978.73
Captains Meetings 872.68
Contributions 695.94
Gifts 64.95
League Expenses
Total Fall Mixed League Expenses 2009.32
Total Summer Singles Expenses 4054.07
Total League Expenses 6063.39
Nationals Fee 1,200.00
Nationals Stipend 1,000.00
Office Supplies 77.82
Total Printing and Reproduction 408.42
Sectionals Fees 2,030.00
Software 320.00
Supplies 60.87
Tax Preparation 335.00
Taxes 25.00
Tournament Expenses
Total Calcutta Expenses 12144.75
Inch by Inch 500.00
Total Tournament Expenses 12644.75
Website 1,181.53
Total Expenses 28752.75
Net Operating Income 6000.69
Net Income 6000.69
Balance through November, 2023 $78,891.59
19



Falliviixedil'eaguelgstandings)
620 W L
Miwa Yoneyama/Robert Mimaki 4

780

Tami Lightle/Brian Hennessey 5 0
Kayla Baier/Alex Baier 4 1
Kimiko Kearney/Glenn Teixeira 2 0

Where in the world is our WCRC
men’s captain Alan Roth???

The turtle should be a HUGE hint!

If you guessed the Galapagos
Islands you are correct!
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