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THE PRESIDENT’S IREPORT
Happy July! | 1:‘

I would like to start off by thanking 8
everybody who participated in the [S388
Longest Tennis Rally event last
month. We had another successful
year with a great turnout once again
as we continue our fight against
Alzheimer’s. Photos from the event
will be in the August issue.

I would also like to congratulate
Miwon Vella, Jeff Bennett, Lloyd
Hohenstein, and their respective 55+

Garvin Tom
Adult teams, who will be representing 2024 WCRC President
the WCRC in Sectionals this month.

Good luck to all of you. And good luck to all of the 18+ Adult teams
who are in playoffs this month.

On a personal note, congratulations to Chris Alexander and Steph
Stieber, who got engaged in May in Rome. Chris popped the question
at the historic and famous Trevi Fountain, which I finally got to visit
just a few days afterward. Sometimes it seemed like T was just a few
days behind them traveling through Rome, Venice, and Paris a month
ago. LOL!

In fact, it seemed like I missed a few members by just days as I saw
posts on social media from multiple WCRC members as they traveled
through Europe. This was my first visit to Europe, so I will be honest.
Before my trip, Europe was not exactly on my bucket list, but I did tell
myself that if the opportunity came along, then T would take it. Well,
that opportunity came to go on a group tour, and I'm so glad that I did
it. It was truly an amazing experience that I will always remember, and
I hope to visit again.

Part of that experience is meeting some of the great people while I was
on the tour. One of them happens to be a very lovely lady by the name
of Ms. Jennifer Santrock, who was the NCAA women'’s singles finalist in
1989 and played on the WTA tour from 1989 through 1993 and ranked
as high as no. 103 in the world before retiring due to injury. Jennifer
has played in all four Grand Slams and has played against the likes
of Steffi Graf, Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, Mary Pierce, Jennifer Capriati,
and Lindsay Davenport. She’s now a loving mother of two college-
aged sons, whom I got to meet as well, and resides in San Antonio, TX
where she is a realtor. It was very interesting to hear her insights and
experiences not just about her tennis career but her travels as well.
wish I had more time to hear more. She definitely knew where the
best places are to eat, too :)

Once again, this trip was an amazing experience from the places I
visited to the food that I ate and even to the people I met along the
way. [ know many of you have traveled or are traveling this summer as
well, and I'look forward to hearing about your time away from home.

See you on the courts!

Garvin Tom
The Court Reporter - July 2024



Welcome to Our 14 New Members
EMBE Rs HIP Current Membership: 1264

Julie Borjon Piedmont 3.5 Stacey Perry Alamo 4.5
Vijaya Bhargava Dasari  Pleasanton N.A. Amanda Poore Danville 5.0
John di Bene Alamo 3.0 Brigitte Shaw Walnut Creek 3.5
Alaettin Altug Keciciler ~ Walnut Creek 4.0 Claire Turchi Moraga 5.0
Man Yau Liu Martinez 3.0 Harsha Varun San Ramon 4.0
Scott McCaughin Alamo 3.5 Julie Wallunas Diablo 4.0
Sommay Payanouvong Vallejo 4.5 Kimba Warford 3.5

Membership questions contact:

Pam Maloney at 925-787-3970 or Each month a random draw will pick a

- | email at: pam4tenis@gmail.com WCRC member’s name to receive free
WCRC membership for a year!

Scan here to
renew or sign up for

This month’s winner is:

d
=

-

r
FEE e a
e

I-r: Shari Gonzalez, Laura Gallagher, Amanda Makarevich, Darcy Beauchemin, Tammie Snyder, Heidi Belton, Athena
Lofquist, Samantha Dullea, Christine Hohenstein, Janell Mollenhauer

Not pictured: Yana Bazulina, Nancy Deschane, Zuhal Elhan, Jennifer Grant, Donna Himenez, Priyanka Holmes, Cassie Kim,
Sally Krapf, Tami Lightle, Shay Martin, Julia Porter
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10 Years of Love and Sports:

Member o g s Stephanie Stieber
SDOtIIght and Chris Alexander
Interview and article by Rebecca Kay

As an effort to get to know our membership the Board has decided to have a monthly column
“Member Spotlight”. We will be interviewing WCRC members and getting to know them. This article
will help us find out how they got introduced to tennis, their background, any favorite memories, eftc.
We hope you enjoy this commentary.

CRC members Chris Alexander and Stephanie
Stieber have become staples at Heather Farms since
their move to Walnut Creek in 2021.

Stephanie grew up in Raleigh, North Carolina, while Chris was born
and raised on the West Coast in Santa Monica, California. As fate
would have it, they both found themselves at Lehigh University in
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, where theirlove of volleyball quickly drew
them together during their freshman year. Volleyball was a sport
they played and were both very passionate about. Their friendship
bloomed and they continued to date throughout college. After
college, Chris, alongtime baseball fan and true statistician, landed
his dream job working for MLB in San Francisco. Their relationship
A H.,l T *—*---r = continued long distance until

== i e Stephanie’s job offered a fully
remote position allowing her to
join Chris in California.

After the bicoastal move, u =
Stephanie wanfted fo continue "%-""
her love of team sports in
California so she posted on Facebook looking for a USTA team.
WCRC member Martha Spanos responded to the post and
connected Stephanie with teams to play on, as well as putting
her in contact with the pulse of Heather Farms, Tammie Snyder.
They found a home at Heather Farms, where Chris started as a
3.0 and Stephanie began her Nor Cal tennis career as a 4.0. Their
games swiftly accelerated, Stephanie soon found herself as a top
4.5 player winning numerous WCRC championships, sectionals,
and this year winning the coveted nationals for tri-levell Chris’
unique game quickly elevated as well, with his athletic ability and
unconventional moves including his famous tweeners. Chris too
has made numerous trips to sectionals and nearly won men's tri-
level in Nor Cal!

- What is really fascinating about the patrons of Heather Farms, is
the diverse background of each player and their unique journey into tennis. Stephanie and Chris’
stories are no different. Chris’ road ended before it started when he took his first lesson as a child.
Chris a rambunctious kid, hit two balls over the fence, to the instructor’s dismay. He received a final
warning, that if he whacked a third ball over the fence, he would be done. In frue Chris fashion, the
third ball quickly flew over the fence, ending his short tennis career. Stephanie grew up watching
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both of her parents play tennis but chose to pave her own path
in volleyball. She did not begin playing competitively until her
volleyball journey came to an end her senior year of college. In
2018, everything changed when she started playing tennis.

Chris and Stephanie recently fraveled to Europe and it was truly a
trip of a lifetime. On May 20th, 2024 Chris proposed in front of the
Trevi Fountain in Rome. In a move true to form, Chris strategically
hid the ring box in a Chipotle burrito bag. At the time, it seemed
like a very practical ploy until TSA chose to intervene and search
this suspicious bag. Luckily, they did not pull the box out and
ruin the ultimate surprise! These two are enjoying this next stage
of their relationship and can’t wait fo embark on many more
adventures.

Some of their favorite memories
include their first year playing
mixedtogetherwheretheywon
the WCRC 7.0 championship,
as well as the many events
held at the “Stieber Event
Center” (formally known as
the Lehmer/Bach Household).
They instantly fell in love with
the crowds, energy and overall
sense of community Heather
Farms radiates.  Although
tennis is a big part of their
lives, it's the close friendships
they've formed with many
WCRC members including
Kayla and Alex Baier and the
Lehmer Family to name a few.

Outside of tennis you can
find Chris cooking as a semi-
amateur pizza chef or find
Steph running during her lunch
breaks to clear her mind.

When | sat down and asked Chris the very important question
of what advice he would give new tennis players, he said,
with  a grin on his face,
“poach everything” and “hit
tweeners”. A
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Full Name

Address

City Zip

Home Phone

Work Phone

Cell Phone

Email

NTRP Rating:

each division!
Keepsake items for all participants!

QO Women'’s 3.0
O Women'’s 3.5
O Women’s 4.0
QO Women'’s 4.5/5.0

| am a: O WCRC Member ($25)
O Non-Member ($35)

Great prize selection for winner and runner-up in

| would like to enter the following divisions:

O Men’s 3.0
O Men’s 3.5
O Men’s 4.0
O Men’s 4.5/5.0

Join online

and save

2024
Men’s and Women's Register

Dates:
Entry Fee:

Format:
Divisions:

Note:

Scheduling:

Match Format;

Match Site:
Scoring:

Standings:

Tournament:

Match Min.;
Checks to:

Or Online:
Questions:

Register on line at www.wcrc.net/login and save $5.00

on-line

Summer Singles Leagues save $5
Registration Form

April 15 - September 8th

$25 for WCRC Members (per bracket)
$35 for non-members (per bracket)

Men's Singles/Women's Singles

Men's 3.0 - 4.5/5.0
Women's 3.0 - 4.5/5.0

4.5/5.0 combined in regular
season, but will have separate
playoffs/championship.

This is an open schedule. Players are
responsible for scheduling their own
matches. Players will be provided
with a contact list of participants
within their division.

Best best two out of three sets. When
opponents agree, a super tiebreaker
(10 point) can be used in lieu of the
third set. Winner gets unopened can.

Any site mutually agreed upon

The winner is responsible for
reporting the match score by logging
on to www.wcrc.net.

Division standings will be updated on
a real time basis as scores are posted

End-of-season tournament with draw
determined by league standings.

Tournament will begin in Sept, with 1 round
per week, scheduled by player arrangement.
Hosted tournament at Heather Farm
scheduled Oct 12th/13th for Semis and Finals.
A minimum of 4 players are required to
generate a draw.

4 matches

Walnut Creek Racquet Club
c/o Steve Lehmer

P.O. Box 30173

Walnut Creek, CA 94598

werc.net/login
Lehmer@pacbell.net 925-285-0028

6
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@ Lifetime Activities What’s Happening at the Courts?

OPERATING HOURS AT WCTC
Monday - Friday: 8am-10:00pm e Saturday & Sunday: 8am-8pm

What's Happening at the Courtse

Please note that on July 4™, Lifetime Activities Walnut Creek will be open from 8:00am-3:00pm.

FALL 2024 YOUTH & ADULT CLASS REGISTRATION STARTS IN JULY!

Registration for Fall 2024 will open at 10am on 7/16 for youth and 7/17 for adults.

Come by our main office or visit the website (https://www.lifetimeactivities.com/walnut-creek/) to
see our Fall offerings.

JOIN OUR TENNIS ACCELERATION PROGRAM ’'24-'25 SEASON!

Our Tennis Acceleration Program is the most convenient way for youth and adults to train and
improve their tennis game. Register once for the school-year term and enjoy a consistent class
schedule and cohort. Featuring personalized attention, and a full-court curriculum, this program
is perfect for players of all levels looking to improve and be match-ready in no time!

PROGRAM FEATURES FOR TAP 2024-2025

 Director led programming r 3 .-’;1,.._.-‘
 Payment Plan (3 payments + $75 payment plan fee)* ﬁ.
1 TAP Branded Hoodies for Students - Delivered in Fall I Wi CHnan r.!rt

A TAP - Team Competition Event / Play Day
4 Free fall racquet tune up for registered students (stringing + grip)
1 Expanded offerings / program options available from

youth red ball to adult advanced (varies per site) L'— >

For more information about this offering, contact the DOI Jeff Forbes at jefff@lifetimeactivities.com
* Signing up via payment plan? Please register in person with one of our managers or email us at walnutcreek@
lifetimeactivities.com. We apologize but we are unable to process payment plan registrations online.

JULY PASSHOLDER SPECIAL
During the month of July, 7/1-7/31, Passholders can enjoy 1 free Its It ice cream from our snack
shop. Limit 1 redemption per passholder. Offer cannot be combined with any existing sales.

HEAT ADVISORY REMINDER

Now that summer is here and we are experiencing warmer weather, we encourage all our
patrons to hydrate and wear appropriate sun protection (sunscreen, hats and sunglasses). For
your safety and convenience, please refere to the CDC's Information on preventing heat related
ilness. Cold beverages, sunscreen, electrolytes and hats are available in our pro shop. Anice
machine is also available to our patrons at no charge.

ALTERNATE OFFICE PHONE LINE: 925-945-1102

Due to recent issues with our main phone line, please take note of our secondary line: 925-945-
1102. We apologize for the inconvience caused by recent phone service interruptions. Our team
is working with our provider to address the ongoing issue.

Lo

Intferested in a Lifetime Activities Court Pass or want more informatione Please visit our main office
or email us at walnutcreek@lifetimeactivities.com

Visit us online at www.lifetimeactivities.com or stop by the the office at 1751 Heather Drive.
Please call with any questions at 925-945-0105.

@© Lifetime Activities
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I-r: Lani Aurelius, Hazel Indick, Catherine Sampietro,
Stephanie Law, Julia Petrov, Tammie Snyder, Pru
Pruden, Jennifer Scriabine, Dana Baioni, Karen
Treppa

left: Stephanie Law enjoys some shade at Sectionals

I-r: Lani Aurelius, Hazel Indick, F .'F_‘_l"
Julia Petrov, Tammie Snyder,
Pru Pruden, Jennifer Scriabine,
Stephanie Law, Catherine
Sampietro, Karen Treppa, o o -
Pia Moore, Heather Brown - nuu” IF,'

7 SECTIONAL cHim!

not pictured: Diana Babayan,
Courtney Bock, Corrine
Christensen, Navi Dhillon, Miwa
Feinberg, Jill Freeman, Olga
Ivaonva, Pam Maloney, Abby
Sexton, Cindy Turner

8 The Court Reporter - July 2024
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I-r: Diana Babayan, Lori Guariento, Lisa Italia, Lani
Aurelius, Tammie Snyder, Kim Phillips, Grace Kan

I-r: Lani Aurelius, Dana Baioni,
Lisa Italia, Kim Phillips Miwon
Vella, Linda Choi

I-r: Kim Phillips, Diana Babayan, Lori Guariento,
Grace Kan, Lisa Italia, Tammie Snyder

not pictured: Stephanie Barmmer, Heather Brown,
Jennifer Scriabine, Abby Sexton
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@ FLAYOFFS "

& ;
I-r: Kim Phillips, Monica Ravanello, Lisa Italia, Miwon Vella, Regina Hughes, Tuesdai Powers, Michelle Estrada, Stephanie
Chamberlin, Julie Golinski, Lori Guariento, Margaret Worden, Teddy, Tina Chou. Not pictured: Mary Akli, Caitlin Burrows

I-r: Tina Chou, Julie Golinski, Kim Philips, Miwon Vella, Monica Ravanello, Regina Hughes, Michelle Estrada, Lisa Italia,
Tuesdai Powers, Stephanie Chamberlin, Lori Guariento. Not pictured: Mary Akli, Caitlin Burrows, Margaret Worden
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o NATIONALS o

Several WCRC members were part of the
squad that represented Norcal at the 55+
NTRP singles nationals on the clay courts at

T aT

v.
o
.

*
L

USTA-="

s PPy
(5.}

75
L]
*e
B
T

e
!

=

the USTA national campus in Orlando in April. HTRF H liﬂﬂd
First off, if you ever have the chance to go to .a .

this campus, you should check it out. 100+ Ehﬂmplﬂmms
courts, high-end juniors training there, plus
host D1 college matches and other tourneys.
We got to see one of the Billie Jean King
(FKA Fed Cup) teams training and preparing

for their upcoming match. Definitely worth
seeing.

o Winner Steve Lehmer with his
All players had to qualify in Norcal events to National Championship Trophy

earn a “golden ticket” to Orlando. Of the

15 people playing for Norcal, WCRC was well represented with several competitors...Melissa
Bach, Mike Balg, Garbo Berger, Steve Lehmer, and Mike Rogers. We each had 3-4 round robin
matches in Fast 4 format. Based on the round robin placement, we then went into a single
elimination portion of the tourney.

Singles tournaments often don’'t
have a lot of camaraderie
between all of the players, but
we had a great Norcal group
that went out to meals together,
supported each other on court,
and generally had a great time
hanging out between matches. *

l-r: Steve Lehmer, Melissa Bach,
Garbo Berger, Mike Balg
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o NATIONALS o

The Balg volley
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The Garbo
backhand
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Melissa focused on the
serve
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FallEMixediPoubledt Resultis

. "

Miwa Yoneyama/Robert Mimaki defeated
Mary Soe/Patrick Wong
6-1, 6-2

Rebecca Kay/Martin Sanchez defeated
Tammie Snyder/Keane Tarrosa
6-3, 6-7, 7-6

— |
o Stephanie Steiber/Ryan Lehmer defeated
! ‘ Kimiko Kearney/Glenn Teixeira
walkover
3. U J0
Stephanie Steiber/Chris Alexander Check out the Fall Mixed Doubles
defeated Kelly Saenz/Chris Lee Tournament photos here:
6-1, 6-1 https://wcrc.zenfolio.com/p603380548
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Tennis News

Marina & Brian Wills had a great year in 2023 as
4.0s, and after winning the NTRP Gold Cup at the
end of the 2023 season they both qualified for
Nationals in multiple events. However, there was a
hitch; both were bumped to 4.5 in 2024, and since
Nationals was held in April 2024 . . . the Wills were
forced to play at the higher level. One of them
did well, the other not so much.

In early April, Marina was first to take the singles
court and immediately ran into the reigning
4.5 National
Champion.
Marina did not find her game quick enough and put the
"Fast" in "Fast Four Format". However, Marina's subsequent
matches were competitive and her confidence grew with
1 each game and set. Marina locked in her forehand and
her slice game . . . winning her final three matches of the
weekend to finish in the Top 10.

In mid April, Brian & Matt Lourens were supposed to

| competein Men's 4.5 Doubles . . . but Matt lost confidence
in his partner (who wouldn't) and decided to injure himself
=1 a week before Nationals. Brian scrambled to replace Matt
and paired (some might say, "upgraded”) with Jeff Chale
from Gold River. Jeff did most of the heavy
lifting and carried Brian. The duo were able to
force some three-setter matches but the only
win they retrieved was the final match of the
weekend in order to avoid last place. Although
Brian did not do as well as Marina, he tells
himself he finished on a firm 1-0 win streak.

In late April, Marina & Brian headed to

B Arizona for Mixed 9.0 Nationals. Their tennis
aspirations included: preserve the marriage,
hide inevitable eye rolling, avoid calling USTA
officials to complain about a partner getting
passed down the line, elude the overwhelming
sensation to hit the other with a tennis ball

20 The Court Reporter - July 2024



@ Tennis News

(however, imagining it could not be helped),
and when in doubt . . . just don't talk (this
was mostly directed at Brian). Marina & Brian
agreed early on that they genuinely prefer
playing on the tennis court opposed to
arguing in a divorce court. We are ecstatic
to report the Wills remain happily married
(however no one truly understands what
Marina sees in that guy).

T ALt L
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Check out the Winter Doubles
Tournament photos here:
https://wcrc.zenfolio.com/p977289142
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CALENDER OF
EVENTS

Jul 1

July 8-12
July 11-14
July 12-14
July 15-19
July 18-21
July 22

July 22-26
July 25-28
July 29
Aug 3
Aug 9-11

Aug 16-19

Aug 19

Aug 23

USTA Combo Doubles Team Reg. Opens
USTA Combo Doubles DT Team Reg. Opens
USTA 18+ DT League Playoffs Round 1
USTA 18+ League Playoffs Round 1
USTA 55+ League Sectionals

USTA 18+ DT League Playoffs Round 2
USTA 18+ League Playoffs Round 2
USTA 70+ DT Team Registration Closes
USTA Combo Doubles Team Reg. Closes
USTAComboDoublesDTTeamReg.Closes
USTA 18+ DT League Playoffs Round 3
USTA 18+ League Playoffs Round 3
USTA55+Mixed TeamRegistration Closes
WCRC Mid-Summer Tournament

USTA 18+ DT League Sectionals (Opt 1)
USTA 18+ League Sectionals (Opt 1)
USTA 18+ DT League Sectionals (Opt 2)
USTA 18+ League Sectionals (Opt 2)
USTA 70+ DT Season Opens

USTA 55+ Mixed Season Opens

WCRC Calcutta Party and Auction

WCRC LEAGUES/EVENTS

Mid-Summer Tournament - August 3rd

Calcutta - Aug 23 (Party), Aug 24 - (Tournament)
Summer Singles League Closes - September 8th

Summer Singles Tournament - Oct 12-13, 2024

The Court Reporter - July 2024

TREASURER’S
REPORT

Cara Mia Barnacascel
January - March, 2024

Income
Income
League Dues
Fall Mixed Doubles League 399.92
WING singles 606.45
Winter Doubles League 287.18
Total League Dues $1,293.55
Membership Dues 3,577.18
Total Income $4,870.73
Gross Profit $4,870.73
Expenses
Captains Meetings 473.39
Gifts 280.00
League Expenses
Fall Mixed League Expenses
Fall Mixed Tournament Courts 228.00
Fall Mixed Tournment Food 521.61
Total Fall Mixed League Expenses $749.61
Summer Singles Expenses
Summer Singles Player Gifts 1,291.53
Total Summer Singles Expenses $1,291.53
Winter Doubles Expenses
Winter Doubles Expenses Gifts 560.85
Total Winter Doubles Expenses $560.85
Total League Expenses $2,601.99
Licenses and Permits 20.00
Nationals Fee 975.00
Nationals Stipend 500.00
Office Supplies 26.00
Printing and Reproduction
Newsletter Printing 234.02
Total Printing and Reproduction $234.02
Rental Fees 1,270.00
Sectionals Fees 600.00
Software 60.00
Website 299.85
Total Expenses $7,340.25
Net Operating Income -$2,469.52
Net Income -$2,469.52
Balance through March, 2024 $72,165.40
23
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. ' WING Singles
Tournament
Results

Winter SN - o

wW3.0
Champion — Audra Lutter
Finalist — Samantha Ng

A big thank you to everyone that played in the 2023/2024 WING
Singles season. It has been my pleasure to serve as your league
coordinator and | look forward to seeing you again next season
(starts in late October). The season has ended but the tennis
doesn’t have to stop! You can continue to utilize the online
communication tools to solicit recreational matches anytime
you want play. And of course, | hope you are already signed
up to play in the ever-popular Summer Singles league. Finally,
congratulations to our division champions and finalists! The
outcome of each match during the tournament may be viewed
on each division’s standing page. Look for the view tournament
draw link in the upper righthand corner of the standings page.
| have provided the champion and finalist information below. |
hope to see you on a court soon.

M3.0
Champion — Thiaga Rajan
Finalist — Chandra Mundra

M3.5
Champion- Kyle Dusi
Finalist — Nader Azari

M4.0
Champion — Sergey Kaniskin

Finalist — Alex Tayag
Cameron Coltharp

4 Ssummertsinglesileaguegistandings

MES WOomen:s
B0 W B0 W L

Evan Pease 2 No matches played yet

85 385

© =

Amit Wadhwa 2 1 Heather Camara 2 0
4%0) 4%0)
Jeff Smith 6 3

No matches played yet

%55 ARS
Steve Lehmer 2 0 No matches played yet




