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Steve Lehmer’s 55+ 7.0 Mixed team took out their competition at
Sectionals and are heading to Nationals in March, 2025.

back row: Darien Lum, Lloyd Hohenstein, Lisa Italia, Mike Connerley, Melissa Bach, Thinh Vo, Steve Lehmer,
Sandra Harris; front row: Mike Lee, Angela Schmidt, Steve Buchholz, Tammie Snyder and Audra Lutter

not pictured: Stephanie Chamberline, Jim Collins, Michelle Cooke, Nga Gross, Amer Malik and Steve Wheeler
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1 HE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Happy New Year!

| hope everyone enjoyed [
(and survived) the holiday [
season, and I'm sure many
of you are ready to get
back on the courts.

To help you shed some
of that exira weight you
may have gained during
the holiday season, we
have about two months
left in our WCRC Fall Mixed

Garvin Tom
season as well as the start 2025 WCRC President

of our Winter Doubles

season. Don't forget our WING singles league if
you're more into singles play, so there's something
for everyone right now.

On the USTA side of things, we have the start of
the Mixed 18+, Adult 40+, and Adult 65+ leagues,
so there is something going on for everyone of all
ages as well.

In additional USTA news, congratulations to
Steve Lehmer’s 55+ 7.0 Mixed feam, which won
Sectionals last month and are heading to Nationals
in Scoftsdale in March. Speaking of Sectionals, it
seems like we always send a plethora of Combo
teams there every year, and this year has been no
exception. On the women's side, we have Cara
Mia Barnacascel’s 5.5 and 6.5, Shashanna Singh’s
7.5, and Lena Larionova’s 8.5 teams heading there
at the end of the month. And on the men’s side,
we have Michael Rubiano’s 6.5, and Steve Lehmer’s
7.5 and 8.5 teams going there as well, so good luck
to everyone! Sometimes, though, | question why
the USTA would hold Sectionals during the coldest
and wettest month of the year instead of maybe
waiting an extra month, especially since Combo
Sectionals has been an s- show the past couple
of years. Let's hope this year the weather stays
cooperative and we actually can get a full slate of
matches (and none of that fast four crap)!

Last but definitely not least, I'd like to personally
thank Deanna Fong for her 14+ years service as the
WCRC Board Secretary. We wish you nothing but
the best in your new adventures!

See you on the courts!

) L {_“ L
Ganrvine Tom / '
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EMBERSHIP

Riyazudeen Abdul Suban Danville

Lara Facteau

John Fitzpatrick

Colleen Hoff
Kelsey Kraft
Lang Lindsay

Hubert Nimitanakit
Heather Paquette

Melissa Sano
Katie Schmitz
Pritesh Sonu
Leah Vachani
Taryn Yee
Christina Yeh
Linda Zheng

Danville
Walnut Creek
Lafayette
Walnut Creek
Walnut Creek
Concord
Alamo
Pleasanton
Walnut Creek
Dublin

Orinda
Emeryville
Walnut Creek
Sacramento

Welcome to Our 15 New Members

4.0
3.5
2.5
3.0
3.0
N.A.
3.5
3.0
3.0
2.5
4.0
3.5
3.5
2.5
3.0

Current Membership: 1,156

Membership questions contact:

i Pam Maloney at 925-787-3970 or
- email at: pam4tenis@gmail.com

NEW MEMBERSHIP RAFFLE

Each month a random draw
will pick a WCRC member’s

name to receive free WCRC
membership for a yearl

This month's winner is:
Chris Burns

Four years and counting...

Since 2021, Tammie Snyder and Steve Lehmer’s 55+ 8.0 mixed team has made it to the finals at sectionals.
Remarkably, they have met against the same team in the finals. Peter Lowe’s team. They have switched off
winning every year. One other coincidence, both Steve and Peter share the same birthday, December 8th,

which of
course is the
day of the
finals!
Although
we came up
short this
year, we
know we’ll
be battling
eachother
back on the
courts in
2025!
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Helen Bae, Donna Vis, Janell Mollenhauer, Tammie Snyder, Steve Lehmer, Arnold Soleta, Darcy Beauchemin,
Peter, Sullivan, Brian Kuritsubo, Laurie Radanovich, Suresh Bhat

Not pictured: Mike Connereley, Nancy Deschane, Kristen Foster, John Hadley, Kevin Kyono and Max Njelita
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Shining Light for All to See:

SBStI i g ht Hannah Nuri

Interview and article by lan McLaughlin

As an effort to get to know our membership the Board has decided to have a monthly column
“Member Spotlight”. We will be interviewing WCRC members and getting to know them. This article
will help us find out how they got introduced to tennis, their background, any favorite memories, efc.
We hope you enjoy this commentary.

If you play tennis at Heather Farm, chances are
you already know Hannah Nuri, who is a steady
presence who does it all for Lifetime Activities
in the office, everything from making reservations and
scheduling courts to helping players identify the right
classes for them and stringing racquets. So Hannah is a
primary interface with Lifetime Activities for many players
at Heather Farm, and it's also
very likely that your interactions
with her have left you smiling,
because she tends to look for the
good in all people and events in life and radiates her positivity on everyone
who crosses her path. Like her office mate and best friend Ciara Mendoza,
Hannahisanold soulhousedinayoungbody, and hermaturity comesinlarge
part from her family and her faith. Hannah's family emigrated to the United
States from Afghanistan, and while her father’s siblings dispersed across the
country, most of her mother’s siblings live in the Bay Area and maintain close
relationships and spiritual ties based on their Muslim Islamic heritage. Names
are particularly important in Hannah's family, and her mother’'s name
“Stoorai” means “star”, so she goes by the name Starr, which flows naturally
from her grandmother’s name “Spozmi”, which means “moon”. Hannah's
own name means “beautiful happy
ending”, and was bestowed upon
her by her grandfather. As the elder
sibling in herimmediate family, Hannah
naturally assumed a leadership role
within her family at a young age, and
drew strength from the example set

by her hardworking mother, a nurse at |
John Muir hospital who gave birth to Hannah after her water o Tad ‘
L ]

broke while at the hospital as she was working her shift. (“My
mother went straight from her nurse’s scrubs to a hospital
gown”, Hannah jokes.) Like her mother, Hannah's father was (L
also well educated and as an engineer who specialized in
underwater bridge work, he helped rebuild the Bay Bridge
after the catastrophic 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake caused
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its partial collapse. When a severe tragedy befell their
family about a decade ago, Hannah lost both her
father and her younger sister and she was forced to
call upon the strength she learned from her mother to
then become a source of stability for her mom. As the
tragic events unfolded, one weekend morning Hannah
was out for a routine bike ride near their family home
with her father and younger sister Hadees, who herself
was named after one of the most important books in
Islom after the Quran. Unfortunately a careless driver
on Treat Boulevard careened off the road and hit all three cyclists. If you lived in the Diablo area
a decade ago you might recall the collision, which was widely publicized in the local media.
While Hannah survived, her father and sister were pronounced dead at the scene. The collision
was close enough to their house that her mother heard the loud crash and the sirens and said
a quiet prayer, “god help that family”, without knowing it was her own family that was run down

. by a careless, speeding driver. At the time Hannah was
only 11 years old, and her sister was 9. After her mother
lost her husband and younger daughter so tragically,
Hannah felt she needed to become a “rock” of stability
for her grieving mother, which seems a natural role given
her maturity, love of family, and inherently responsible
natfure.

Hannah also derived an indomitable work ethic from
her hardworking parents, and has been working steadily
since age 14, even while she attended Clayton Valley
High School before and during its transition to a charter school. At Clayton Valley High Hannah
played soccer, which was her sport of choice as a child.

Evenasayoungworker primarily in the retailfoodindustry, Hannah was elevated to the management
ranks in every job she’s ever held, until she purposely took a “regular” job with Lifetime Activities
because the role of manager is so taxing, particularly for someone who is younger than the
people they're managing. Coincidentally, Hannah was a manager at a local Wingstop Franchise
when she met Ciara, who managed a different Wingstop franchise in the area herself. Ciara and
Hannah quickly became close friends, both being
old souls with similar values, and it was Ciara who
recommended Lifetime Activities to Hannah when a
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Hannah Nuri continued...

position opened up after Ciara was already working with Lifetime. That was in 2021, and Hannah
has been with Lifetime Activities at Heather Farm ever since.

Like every person who has been interviewed for a “member spotlight” article, Hannah stressed
how much she values the community of people at Heather Farm, which she refers to as a
“melting pot of love.” In particular she notes how fortunate we are to be engaged with such
a compassionate, inclusive community of people that comprise WCRC's membership, people
who genuinely care for one another as people, not just tennis colleagues. She cites an example
of Cara Mia Baracascel, a ubiquitous presence at WCRC and amateur gourmet chef, one day
bringing some homemade food to the club and bringing along a pork-free dish specifically for
Hannah because Cara Mia had heard that Hannah's Muslim faith prohibits her from eating pork.
And although there are a large number of players clamoring to share the limited court space
at Heather Farm, Hannah says the WCRC “regulars” understand the staff's dilemma in allotting
precious court space and help ease staff's burden by working it out among themselves to the
extent possible. Several times during the interview Hannah mentioned by name Tammie Snyder,
who is the straw that stirs the drink at Heather Farm, and how much she values both Tammie’s
steady leadership as a prolific captain/court user and her friendship off the courts. Hannah was
scheduled to work on a Monday on her very first day at Lifetime Activities just so she could bear
witness to one of Tammie's famously huge Monday afternoon practices and meet a broad
swath of the club membership.

Always an achiever, Hannah has her sights set on her next goal in life, which
is to follow in her mom'’s footsteps and become a nurse herself. Hannah
has earned her A.A. degree and is planning fo pursue her nursing degree
next, and hopes to study nursing at Samuel Merritt College. One thing is
certain, when she does become a nurse, Hannah will bring a tfremendous
amount of joy to the patients she freats, just as she spreads light for
everyone to see when they come to the courts at Heather Farm. That kind
of bedside manner cannot be taught in school, it's an inherent quality
some old souls with strong families and faith just have deep within them. A
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O Nationals Bound! O

55+ 7.0 Mixed Team Makes it to Nationals by Tammie Snyder

Finishing the regular season this year with a 9-1 record the

55+ 7.0 mixed team captained by Steve Lehmer had a good
start heading into post season. After sweeping playoffs, we
were off to sectionals. With both the 7.0 and 8.0 teams in two
different locations, we had to be creative finding the right
combinations. In the end the 7.0 feam won sectionals without
Steve playing a single match! That goes to show how deep
our team is. 14
different players
participated at
sectionals. Friday
we took out Seascape 2-1 and swept San
Carlos. On Saturday Sandra Harris and Darien
Lum squeaked out a VERY tight STB to give us
the 2-1 win. On to the semi’'s where we swept
Greater Vallejo and finished the weekend by
beating Cubberley 2-1 in the finals! 25 players
and spouses are heading to Scottsdale to
compete at Nationals March 14-16, 2025.

Go Creek!

Back: Darien Lum, Lloyd
Hohenstein, Lisa Italia,
Mike Connerley, Melissa
Bach, Thinh Vo, Steve
Lehmer, Tammie Snyder,
Audra Lutter

Front: Mike Lee, Angela
Schmidt, Steve Buchholz,
Sandra Harris

Not pictured: Stephanie
Chamberline, Jim Collins,
Michelle Cooke, Nga
Gross, Amer Malik and
Steve Wheeler

The Court Reporter = January 2025



O Holiday Mixer O

The Deuces Wild teams were getting restless without any teams right now! This called for
a holiday gathering, a fun day of round robin tennis with lots of delicious food and drinks.
Wishing everyone a happy holidays and happy new year!
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o WCRC Men’s & Women’s
2025 Winter Doubles League

Available Divisions

ATTENTION: There are NEW divisions!!! Players with different ratings can now pair up just like in
mixed (e.g. a 3.0 and a 4.0 can pair up to play in the 7.0 division). Note: any pairings where
the difference between players’ ratings is more than 1.5 ratings points is not eligible for the
tournament (a pairing with a 3.0 and a 5.0 cannot play the 8.0 tournament)

60 1 Men’s ad Women'’s
7.0 1 Men’s ad Women'’s
80 1 Men’s a1 Women'’s
9.0 QA Men’'s a1 Women'’s

(you are eligible to play your level as well as one level above your current USTA rating)

League Cost
$40 per team (both Walnut Creek Racquet Club Members)
$50 per team (one WCRC Member, one non-member)
$60 per team (both non-WCRC members)

League Information

Players may enter the WCRC Winter Doubles League in more than one division
(i.,e, 6.0 and 7.0), as long as he/she is playing at or above his/her level.
If a player is entering in more than one division, he/she may enter with the same partner
or a different partner but may not enter with different partners at the same level.

The league runs from January 1, 2025 - May 18, 2025.
The tournament is scheduled for May 30 - June 1, 2025.

Questionse Call Garvin Tom at (209) 969-5445
or via e-mail gtom12@hotmail.com

10 The Court Reporter = January 2025



WCRC Men’s & Women'’s
2025 Winter Doubles League

(Also on-line at www.wcrc.net)

PLAYER 1 PLAYER 2

Name

Mailing Address

City

ZIP Code

Home Phone

Work or Cell Phone

E-mail address

NTRP level

Are you a WCRC Member? a YES & NO Parthner WCRC Membere 1 YES O NO

Division for which you are registering (please check each division):

60 [ Men’s d Women's
70 1 Men's d Women's
8.0 1O Men’'s 1 Women's
90 Q1 Men’s d Women's

Registration Fees (note - if you are interested in joining the Racquet Club, please register for
membership here http://www.wcrc.net/membership).

* $50 per team (both WCRC Members) ¢ $40 per team for on-line reqgistration
* $60 per team (one WCRC Member, one non-member) ¢ $50 per team for on-line registration
*$70 per team (both non WCRC members) « $60 per team for on-line reqistration

If you would like to register by mail, return this form with a check for registration fees
(payable to Walnut Creek Racquet Club NOT WCRC) mail to:
Walnut Creek Racquet Club, P.O. Box 4574, Walnut Creek, CA 94596.

League Information: Players may enter the WCRC Winter Doubles League in more than one
division (i.e, 6.0 and 7.0), as long as he/she is playing at or above his/her level. If a player is en-
tering in more than one division, he/she may enter with the same partner or a different partner
but may not enter with different partners at the same level.

The league runs from January 1, 2025 - May 18, 2025.
The tournament is scheduled for May 30 - June 1, 2025.

Questions? Call Garvin Tom at (209) 969-5445 or via e-mail gtom12@hotmail.com
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2024 WCRC Fall Mixed Poubles League

Registration Form (Also on-line at www.were.net)

MALE PLAYER FEMALE PLAYER

Name

Mailing Address

City

ZIP Code

Home Phone

Work or Cell Phone

E-mail address

NTRP level

WCRC Member? a YES @ NO a YES @ NO
Division for which you are registering (please check one): Fill out a new form for additional levels.
(d Mixed 6.0 (d Mixed 7.0 (d Mixed 8.0 d Mixed 9.0

If you would like to register by mail, return this form by December 1, 2024 with a check for
registration fees (payable to Walnut Creek Racquet Club NOT WCRC) mail to: WCRC, P.O. Box
4574, Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Questions? H.
Call Lynne Weinshelbaum at 925.285.9503 A q
or via e-mail lweinshelbaum@yahoo.com i v 3
Find detailed Information on next page... = @
- 7

League Information: Players may enter the WCRC Mixed Doubles League in more than one division (i.e, 6.0 and 7.0), as long as
he/she is not playing below his/her level. If a player is entering in more than one division, he/she may enter with the same partner or a
different partner but may not enter with different partners at the same level.
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2024 WCRC Fall Mixed Doubles League

Registration Form (Also on-line at wwwwere.net)

Don’tforgetthat the leagueregistration fee includes unlimited regular season doubles matches, aleague
gift and may include an end of the season tournament dependent upon weather and court scheduling.

LEAGUE COMMISSIONER Lynne Weinshelbaum: 925.285.9503

DATES September 1, 2024 - February 21, 2025
ENTRY FEES WCRC Members
On-Line Registration: ($40 per team)
Mail In Registration: ($50 per team)
Non WCRC Members
On-Line Registration: ($60 per team)
Mail In Registration: ($70 per team)
FORMAT Mixed Doubles

(players grouped by combined NTRP level; ie. 7.0 can be a 4.0
man and a 3.0 woman or two 3.5 players)

NTRP LEVELS Mixed 6.0-9.0*

SCHEDULING This is an open schedule. Players are responsible for scheduling their own
matches. Players will be provided with a contact list of participants within
their division.

MATCH FORMAT Best two-out-of-three set format.
A super tiebreaker can be played if all players agree, otherwise full third.
Both teams responsible for bringing balls to match; winning team gets
the unopened can.
Matches should be played according to the “Rules of Tennis.”

TOURNAMENT End of season tournament with draw determined by league standings
: to be held over the weekend of Mar 1-2, 2025 dependent upon
. ) court scheduling and weather. To qualify for the tournament, teams
o ﬂ must have completed and reported at least 2 matches during the
[ ' regular league season. Depending on the number of entrants
. tournament play may include Friday night play. In addition, draws
with large numbers of players may be required to play matches
‘ prior to the tournament weekend. Seeding for the tournament will
be based on regular season standings of the top 4 teams in each divsion.
The more matches you and your partner play, the higher your ranking will be.
A minimum of 4 teams are required to generate a draw.

e

' 4

* Teams with ratings more than 1 full step apart (i.e. 3.0 & 5.0 to make up an 8.0 team)
are not eligible to play the end of season tournament.
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@Hfﬂﬁme Ac‘iﬂﬁﬂs What’s Happening at the Courts?

OPERATING HOURS AT WCTC
Monday - Friday: 8am-10:00pm e Saturday & Sunday: 8am-8pm

CHANGING OF THE GUARD

2025 begins with a change with the management team here in Walnut Creek. David Resnick-
Dunn has accepted a role with Lifetime at our Pleasanton location and will be continuing his
career with Lifetime in 2025. David was an excellent manager and leader in the office and served
the Walnut Creek community well. We wish him the best of luck on his new adventure.

Jeff Forbes, who was previously the Director of Instruction, moves into the Managing Director
role and will oversee all site operations as well as his responsibilities managing the tennis and
pickleball programs. If you have questions regarding operations at the tennis center please feel
free to reach out to Jeff via email at: jefff@lifetimeactivities.com

There is still room to join one of our adult or youth tennis and adult pickleball classes for our Winter
Session beginning January 4th. Check out our winter offerings here:
https://www lifetimeactivities.com/walnut-creek/

HAVE YOU SET UP YOUR COURTRESERVE
ACCOUNT YET?

Access your account, make reservations, and register for
programs on the Lifetime Activities app available on the
App Store and Google Play Store.

App Store Google Play Store
JANUARY PASSHOLDER SPECIAL
We are offering our passholders a Buy One Get One Free on string labor when you bring 2 rackets
to be restrung at the same time OR you can get a free snack! This offer can be redeemed
one time this month, and you'll have to choose between racket maintenance or sweet tooth
maintenance! Valid only on snacks that are currently in stock.

Scan the QR code to claim a free trial of SwingVision Pro and try it out with a
free demo of the SwingStick phone mount. Record and improve your game
with real-time automated video analysis, stats, and line-calling for tennis and
pickleball using an iPhone or iPad. Phone mounts available on a first come first
serve basis. See front desk for details.

SwingVision
FREE Trial

Visit us online at www lifetimeactivities.com or stop by the the office at 1751 Heather Drive.
Please call with any questions at 925-945-0105 or 925-945-1102.

@© Lifetime Activities
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CALENDER OF
EVENTS

r; ﬂ“—

Jan 1 WCRC Winter Doubles League Opens
Jan 6 USTA 40+ Season Opens

Jan 6 USTA 40+ DT Season Opens

Jan 6 USTA 18+ Mixed Season Opens

Jan 6 USTA 65+ DT Team Registration Closes
Jan 20 USTA 55+ Team Registration Opens
Jan 20 USTA 18+ Team Registration Opens
Jan 20 USTA 18+ DT Team Registration Opens
Feb 3 USTA 65+ DT Season Opens

Feb 18 USTA 55+ Team Registration Closes

Feb 18 USTA 18+ Team Registration Closes

Feb 18 USTA 18+ DT Team Registration Closes
Feb 21 WCRC Fall Mixed Doubles League Closes
Mar 1-3 WCRC Fall Mixed Doubles Tournament
Mar 14 USTA 40+ DT Season Closes

Mar 16 USTA 40+ Season Closes

TREASURER’S
REPORT

Cara Mia Barnacascel
January - October, 2024

WCRC LEAGUES/EVENTS

Winter Doubles League Opens - January 1
Fall Mixed Doubles League Closes - Feb 21
Fall Mixed Doubles Tournament - Mar 7-9

WING Singles League Closes - April 13
Calcutta Dinner & Auction - May 2
Calcutta Tournament - May 3

WING Singles Playoffs - Apr 13 - May 31
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Income
League Dues
Fall Mixed Doubles League
Summer Singles League
WING singles
Winter Doubles League
Total League Dues
Membership Dues
Tournament Dues
Total Calcutta Tournament
Mid-Summer Night Tournament
Total Tournament Dues
Total Income
Gross Profit
Expenses
Board Meeting
Captains Meetings
Gifts
Total League Expenses
Licenses and Permits
Nationals Fee
Nationals Stipend
Office Supplies
Total Printing and Reproduction
Total Professional Fees
Rental Fees
Sectionals Fees
Software
Tax Preparation
Taxes
Tournament Expenses
Total Calcutta Expenses

1,372.26
2,531.14
1,187.91
1,192.18
$6,283.49
23,281.46

$5,848.93
867.91
$6,716.84
$36,281.79
$36,281.79

917.27
825.18
798.54
$7,013.91
20.00
1,925.00
1,000.00
87.89
$587.79
$320.00
1,270.00
3,625.00
78.94
335.00
25.00

$10,788.17

Total Mid Summer Tournament Expenses $948.22

Total Tournament Expenses $11,736.39
Website 3,717.05
Total Expenses $34,282.96
Net Operating Income $1,998.83
Total Other Income -$4.00
Net Other Income -$4.00
Net Income $1,994.83
Balance through October, 2024 $76,629.75
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Mary Soe/Mark Keeling

yZ0)
Karlene Steelman/Phillip Johnséh

Kelly Saenz/Chris Lee

950
No matches played yet @

WomEms
230) W L 200 W L
Kaveh Moraghebi 1 0 Veronika Mora-Mieszkowski 1 0
BB Miho Kanauchi 1 0
g)lr:n?{svgzlovin g 8 385
0 Jing Wu 1 0
Sam Chaccour 7 3 A%0)
w No matches played yet
Kenny Widmann 2 0 AR5
50 No matches played yet
Michael Rogers 1 0 Hips
No matches played yet




