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THE PRESIDENT’S IREPORT

Happy April!

So many things going on, [
time really seemed to fly &5
by so far this year. We're
already into the Spring
season, which means drier
weather, longer days, and
more opportunities to get
on the courts.

There's still some time left
to sign up and get some
matches in for our WCRC
Winter Doubles league,
which ends in mid-May.

Garvin Tom
2025 WCRC President

Our WING Singles season is winding down this
month, but you still have a couple of weeks to get
that last match or two in.

Don't forget we have our annual Calcutta event in
the first weekend of May, so mark your calendars
for that, as it's always a good time. An email on
Calcutta registration will go out next week. Sadly, |
only have one more month to call myself defending
Calcutta champion. LOL!

There's also a lot going on in USTA world with 18+
Mixed and 40+ Adult playoffs underway and the
65+ Adult Daytime season winding down. The 55+
Adult season also just started last month, and the
18+ Adults will start their season this month, so it's
certainly a busy time on the courts right now.

Ouralways popularsummersinglesleagueisstarting
this month. You can check out the registration form
on page 11 or sign up on line at www.wcrc.net

And finally, a big congratulations to Steve Lehmer’s
55+ Mixed 7.0 team, which won the USTA National
Invitational last month in Scottsdale, AZ. The team
now joins Lena Larionova’s 18+ 4.5 Women's team
as the second natfional champions to come out
of the Walnut Creek Racquet Club within a year.
What an amazing feat, and I'm sure thisis a moment
that everyone on the team can remember and be
proud of. Congratulations once again!

See you on the courts!

Garvin Tom
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Romeda Arsanjani
Clarissa Binkley
Pranav Chaudhary
Gina Chen

Susan Chiosso
Kathrine Cole

Reid Cooper

Scot Cunningham
Mike Euglow

Larry Ferrari

Scott Graham

Ronit Jorgensen
Tom Kincaid

Chris Kirschenheuter
Hosoon Ku

Kathy Larraguetta
Jasmine Morgan
Lisa Oktavia
Gonzalo Parra
Marilyn Pellouchoud

Sheila Pontanares

EMBERSHIP

Danville
Oakland
Pleasant Hill
Fairfield
Alamo
Fairfield
Concord
Moraga
Alamo
Walnut Creek
Martinez
Lafayette
Napa
Alomeda
San Ramon
Concord
Pleasanton
Fremont
Antioch

Rio Vista
Pittsburg

3.0
4.5
3.5
4.0
4.5
4.5
3.0
4.0
4.5
4.5
3.5
3.5
4.5
3.5
N.A.
4.5
3.5
4.5
4.0
3.5
2.5

Welcome to Our 35 New Members

Current Membership: 1,281

Mary Roach
Gary Sano
Andrew Stinnett
Lisa Stone

Donna Templeman
Kelly Wilson
Nancy Wilson
Richard Wood
David Wright
Elizabeth Wright
Pelen Wu

Leslie Wuischpard
JinYun

Nadir Zaidi

Orinda

S Lake Tahoe
Danville
Pleasanton
Orinda
Pleasant Hill
Danville

San Ramon
San Ramon
Lafayette
Danville
Bethel Island
Orinda

NEW MEMBERSHIP RAFFLE

Each month a random draw
will pick a WCRC member’s
name to receive free WCRC

membership for a year!

This month's winner is:

Mark Keeling

3.0
3.0
4.5
2.5
3.0
N.A.
4.5
4.0
N.A.
N.A.
N.A.
3.0
3.5
3.5

WCRC members keep the
donations coming for Mt. Diablo
girls/boys tennis.
Lisa Italia donated some shoes

and Lynne Weinshelbaum donated
$100 gift card that helped provide
snacks for the boys team.

Belen and Martha received Lisa’s
shoes and are two members of the
girls team that will play in the Fall.
They are also the Boys team
managers (hydration, snacks, balls,
etc). Win win for everyone!
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Looking for a Little Love
Mermber o gm and a Dropped Morsel
SpOt' l ght Ace The Wunderdog

Interview and article by Glenn McBee

As an effort to get to know our membership the Board has decided to have a monthly column
“Member Spotlight”. We will be interviewing WCRC members and getting to know them. This article
will help us find out how they got introduced to tennis, their background, any favorite memories, eftc.

We hope you enjoy this commentary.

Fool's edition member spotlight arficle features a ubiquitous
presence at Heather Farm and the unofficial mascot of
Walnut Creek Racquet Club, Ace the wunderdog. When interviewed
for this article, Ace could only respond with “arf arf”, *woof woof”,
and “grr..." so all information contained herein has been translated
by Ace's human Glenn McBee, who can speak fluent canine and

a lthough not an officially registered WCRC member, this April

vouches for the accuracy of his translation.

Most regulars at the club
already know Ace well
because he's there almost
as much as Glenn, who calls
Ace his “foreshadow” who
is often greeted by others
before they even say hello
to Glenn. Ace is a border
collie that Glenn adopted from the Martinez animal shelter
in2015and began bringing to the courts almostimmediately
since he spends so much time there himself. At the time he
adopted Ace, the shelter was offering a special deal for
veterans and Glenn, a former sergeant in the U.S. army,
was in the market for a dog in his life. He knew he wanted
a smart dog so he sought out a border collie specifically.
When he met Ace, who went by the name “Blaze” at the
animal shelter, initially Blaze was very timid. He was found
in Pinole with no :

chip or license,

and due to his timidity and the fact that he was found
without a chip or alicense, it was evident to Glenn that he
must have been treated very poorly by humansin the past.
Glenn had to visit him three times before Blaze warmed
up enough for Glenn to adopt him in 2015. At the time
Blaze was believed to be three years old, so now he's over
twelve and almost eligible for super seniors league tennis.
During the normalization process after Glenn adopted Ace
and brought him home, Ace destroyed three Comcast
TV remote controls when he was left home alone. Glenn
wanted a smart dog and that's what he got, because
Ace was showing some disdain for the frustrating cable
behemoth by destroying the remotes [Perhaps part of the
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abuse Ace had apparently suffered in the past included being
forced to call Comcast customer service to try and resolve an
issue. (although by chewing the remotes really Ace was chasing
the scent of his missing owner’'s hand oils that remain on remotes
and other handheld devices.)

Just a few days after adopting Ace, Glenn was driving home
from tennis practice one day and suddenly realized that he had
forgotten he even had a dog and had left Ace in the fenced front
yardstill wearing his “cone of shame” from beingrecently neutered.
When he got home he found Ace in the attached garage but
he bolted away as Glenn pulled up. When they lured Ace home
by encouraging him to follow another neighborhood dog, that’s
when Glenn began training Ace in earnest, and because border
collies are such anintelligent breed it fook only amonth to train Ace
completely to behave
as an off-leash dog.

Since Glenn decided

he wanted to change the name “Blaze” that Ace was
identified by atthe animalshelter, he decidedto conduct
a poll on Facebook and receive name suggestions
from his friends (mostly friends through tennis) on that
social media platform. "Ace” was the winning enfry,
although Glenn forgets who came up with the name on
the Facebook poll. But those who know and love Glenn
and have played tennis with him won't be surprised that
the second and third most popularly suggested names
were “long” and "out.” Glenn went with Ace, which he
felt most befitting of his new court companion.

Ever since Glenn began bringing Ace to the courts
shortly after adopting him, Ace has been a steady
presence at Heather Farm, and is a polite spectator, just
sitting courtside and watching play without ever barking
or chasing balls.
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Ace continued...

Ace is loved and brightens everyone’s day when they see him at
the club, but his BFF is definitely Daisy, the Taiwanese Mountain
Dog and co-mascot of the club whose human companions
are WCRC members Chris Lau and Lena Larionova. Aside
from hanging out together at the courts, Glenn and Ace often
take walks together with Daisy through Heather Farm park.

When asked what he enjoys most about Heather Farm, Ace said
“woof woof woof arf arf arf”
and “bow wow wow yippee
yo yippee yay”, the last phrase
as a shout out to his favorite
musical artist, Snoop Dogg.
But according to Glenn, what Ace loves most are the friendly
people he meets and all the smiles and loving pats and
petting he receives from the animal-loving tennis community.
And it's just an added bonus when someone drops some
food on the ground during one of the famously gourmet post-
match spreads at the club. &%

ALY
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O National Champions! O

With an emphatic smash, Audra Lutter left no doubt putting
away the winning shot, and finishing off the national
championship runin the 7.0 at the 55+ mixed doubles national
invitational in Scottsdale. After winning Norcal sectionals in
December, the team put in several dedicated practices,
trying to get just the right blend of pairings for nationals to
allow everyone to play and contribute, while hopefully being =
competitive enough to have a shot at making it to the semis .
on Sunday. The team won its 1st three round robin matches, g3 andor/si‘wo Lehmers
but faced another undefeated team in the last round. Winner
would make the semis for sure; loser would be on the bubble. After losing a very close
2-1 match (coming down to a single tie-breaker), the group had to wait until the rest of
: the results were entered into Tennis Link...
Steve Buchholz and Avdra Luvtter cameliback yes, just made it as the 4th seed, having
from ©-5 down in the first set to winiNationals! the tie-breaker advantage! A 2-1 win over

- i Mid-Atlantic in the semis, and a similar 2-1
victory over Midwest, and the team rushed
onto the court to celebrate.

Making it to Nationals is a great honor,
but also comes with an expense and fime
commitment for all involved. The team was
fortunate enough to have 17 of its 20 players
be able to attend and play at nationals, with
an overall group of about 30 people hitting
local eateries (and drinkeries), hanging out
together, playing games, and generally having a great time built around 3 days of tennis.
Hopefully not a once in a lifetime experience (you never knowl), but if this was the only time,
lots of fun had by all, on and off the court.

: b |
Bhelle Cooke, Tammie,
Snyder, Lica ltalia; MelissatBach,
Sandra ttarris, Nza Crvoss, Avdral lbutter

The b°‘1f’ Steve Buchholz, Steve Lehmer, ?arion The rl ; M‘
Lum, Mike Lee, Steve Wheeler, Amer Malik,
Loyd Hohenstein, Mike Connerely, Thinh Vo
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O National Champions!
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2023 USTA League
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Sandra Avdra; Mlk.&u& N ;p-Danon, 54‘0»/0 L Amor Moh;;a Mike L,
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back row (I-r): Lisa Italia, Amer Malik, Thinh Vo, Sandra Harris, Steve Wheeler, Michelle Cooke,
Melissa Bach, Lloyd Hohenstein, Darien Lum, Audra Lutter, Steve Buchholz

front row (I-r): Mike Lee, Tammie Snyder, Steve Lehmer, Nga Gross, Mike Connerley

not pictured: Stephanie Chamberlin, Jim Collins, Angela Schmidt, Michelle Weiss
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2025 WCRC Men’s & Women’s

~

‘

Register

on-line at
www.wcrc.net

Full Name Dates: April 14 - Sept 7th
Entry Fee $25 WCRC Members
Address per bracket: $35 non-WCRC Members
‘ ‘ Note: 4.5/5.0 combined in regular
City Zip season, but will have separate
playoffs/championship.
Home Phone Scheduling: This is an open schedule. Players
are responsible for scheduling
Work Phone their own matches. Players will be
provided with a contact list of
Cell Phone participants in their division.
Format: Best two out of three sets. When
Email opponents agree, a super tie

breaker (10 point) can be used in
lieu of the third set. Winner gets

NTRP Rating: unopened can.

Great prize selection for winner and runner-up Mafch Site: Any site mutually agreed upon
in each division! Scoring: The winner is responsible for
Keepsake items for all participants! reporfing the match score by

logging on to www.wcrc.net

I would like to enter the following divisions: Standings:  Division standings will be

[ Women’'s 3.0 d Men’s 3.0 updated on a real fime basis as

[ Women's 3.5 A Men's 3.5 scores are posted

[ Women’'s 4.0 d Men’'s 4.0 Tournament: End-of-season tournament with

1 Women's 4.5/5.0 d Men's 4.5/5.0 draw determined by league
standings.

lam a: I WCRC Member ($25) Tournament will begin in Sept,
4 Non-Member ($35) with 1 round per week,

scheduled by player arrangement.

Checks to:  Walnut Creek Racquet Club Hosted fournament at Heather
c/o Steve Lehmer Farm scheduled mid to late
P.O. Box 30173 October for Semis and Finals.

Walnut Creek, CA 94598
Or Online:  wcrc.net/login

A minimum of 4 players are
required to generate a draw.

Questions? Call Steve Lehmer at (925) 285-0028 or via e-mail Lehmer@pacbell.net
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of USTA Awards 7@

On Feb 22nd, Norcal USTA hosted their annual Adult Competition Awards Ceremony
at Diablo Country Club to honor several organizations and individuals who finished
2024 at the top of their respective activities and competition categories. WCRC
members were well-represented throughout the evening, taking home the award in
the following categories:

Local Area League Coordinator of the Year: Carlo Guariento
Diablo North Adult League Captain of the Year: Miwon Vella
18+ 3.5 Men’s Doubles: Brian Hennessy

18+ 4.5 Women's Singles: Joanna Broda-Schunck

40+ 4.0 Women'’s Singles: Garbo Berger

55+ 4.0 Men’s Singles: Steve Lehmer

60+ Women'’s Singles: Marianne Dundon

Congratulations to all the WCRC members on their amazing accomplishments!
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of USTA Awards 7@
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Local Area League 18+ 3.5 Men’s Doubles:

Coordinator of the Year: Brian Hennessy

Carlo Guariento

USTA~==

mmmmﬂré A

Diablo North Adult League
Captain of the Year:
Miwon Vella

MLURTHI

18+ 4.5 Women'’s Singles: 55+ 4.0 Men’s Singles:
Joanna Broda-Schunck Steve Lehmer

The Court Reporter = April 2025



of USTA Awards 7@

NorCal Captain of the Year Winners
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Carlo and Lori Guariento

Carlo Guariento,
Mark Vella, Miwon
Vella, Lori Guariento
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*  WCRC Men’s & Women’s
2025 Winter Doubles League

Available Divisions

ATTENTION: There are NEW divisions!!! Players with different ratings can now pair up just like in
mixed (e.g. a 3.0 and a 4.0 can pair up to play in the 7.0 division). Note: any pairings where
the difference between players’ ratings is more than 1.5 ratings points is not eligible for the
tournament (a pairing with a 3.0 and a 5.0 cannot play the 8.0 tournament)

6.0 1 Men's a Women's
70 QO Men’'s a Women's
80 L Men’s a Women's
90 I Men's a Women's

(you are eligible to play your level as well as one level above your current USTA rating)

League Cost
$40 per team (both Walnut Creek Racquet Club Members)
$50 per team (one WCRC Member, one non-member)
$60 per team (both non-WCRC members)

League Information

Players may enter the WCRC Winter Doubles League in more than one division
(i.,e, 6.0 and 7.0), as long as he/she is playing at or above his/her level.
If a player is entering in more than one division, he/she may enter with the same partner
or a different partner but may not enter with different partners at the same level.

The league runs from January 1, 2025 - May 18, 2025.
The tournament is scheduled for May 30 - June 1, 2025.

Questionse Call Garvin Tom at (209) 969-5445
or via e-mail gtom12@hotmail.com
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WCRC Men’s & Women’s
2025 Winter Doubles League

(Also on-line at www.wcrc.net)

PLAYER 1 PLAYER 2

Name

Mailing Address

City

ZIP Code

Home Phone

Work or Cell Phone

E-mail address

NTRP level

Are you a WCRC Membere a YES O NO Parthner WCRC Membere 1 YES 1 NO

Division for which you are registering (please check each division):

60 1 Men’s d Women'’s
7.0 1 Men's d Women'’s
8.0 1 Men’'s d Women'’s
9.0 Q1 Men’'s d Women'’s

Registration Fees (note - if you are interested in joining the Racquet Club, please register for
membership here http://www.wcrc.net/membership).

*$50 per team (both WCRC Members) ¢ $40 per team for on-line registration
*$60 per team (one WCRC Member, one non-member) * $50 per team for on-line registration
*$70 per team (both non WCRC members) » $60 per team for on-line registration

If you would like to register by mail, return this form with a check for registration fees
(payable to Walnut Creek Racquet Club NOT WCRC) mail to:
Walnut Creek Racquet Club, P.O. Box 4574, Walnut Creek, CA 94596.

League Information: Players may enter the WCRC Winter Doubles League in more than one
division (i.e, 6.0 and 7.0), as long as he/she is playing at or above his/her level. If a player is en-
tering in more than one division, he/she may enter with the same partner or a different partner
but may not enter with different partners at the same level.

The league runs from January 1, 2025 - May 18, 2025.
The tournament is scheduled for May 30 - June 1, 2025.

Questions? Call Garvin Tom at (209) 969-5445 or via e-mail gtom12@hotmail.com
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@ Lifetime Activities What’s Happening at the Courts?

OPERATING HOURS AT WCTC
Monday — Friday: 8am-10:00pm e Saturday & Sunday: 8am-8pm

CONGRATULATIONS to Tammie Snyder + Steve Lehmer's 7.0 55+ National Champions!
Go Creek! A big shoutout to our very own WCRC members who went the distance this year in
Arizona and won the USTA Mixed 55+ Nationals.

SPRING CAMPS, CLASSES + SUMMER CAMPS ARE OPEN FOR REGISTRATION

Classes and camps are filing up fast. We are offering Spring Break Camps on 3/31-4/4 and 4/7-
4/11 and Summer Camps from June 2" to August 15™. Spring Session 2 Classes will start the week
of April 21, Check out our offerings and register at: https://www.lifetimeactivities.com/walnut-creek/

MARCH - ST PATRICK’S DAY WINNER _
Sandra Harris had the luck of the Irish this past oAy Tl ta St b e o

Congrats to our Lucky
March Passholder
Sandra Harnis

St Patrick’'s Day and won an Annual Plus Pass!
Congratulations Sandra, see you on the courts!

APRIL PASSHOLDER SPECIAL: Enjoy the FREE Annual
FREE THR CLINIC Plus Pass! e
Two April passholders will win a complimentary b e e e S

one-hour clinic for themselves and up to three

guests with Coach Jeff or Coach Kevin. The clinic can be used for tennis or pickleball instruction.
Similar to last month, a random drawing of two current passholders and announce winners in next
month’s newsletter.

50% SHOE + 25% PADDLE SALE | APRIL 1-10

More savings ahead! To celebrate National Pickleball Month, we
are offering 25% off all paddles and 50% off all court shoes (tennis
+ pickleball) in stock in the pro-shop. This offer excludes special

Happy Maticnal Fickieball Month!

Sﬂﬂﬂ SEIE orders. All shoes in stock are court shoes and are a great option for
APRIL tennis or pickleball, or both!
e D USTA Captain Tennis Ball Case Discount - LIMITED SUPPLY
257K OFF Current season’s 55+ and 18+ USTA team captains can purchase a
i case of Pro Penn tennis balls at a 20% discount. Only one case per
captain maximum and while supplies last.

LEAGUE MATCH SCHEDULE WIDGET

View upcoming USTA League and Day League matches here.

HAVE YOU SET UP YOUR COURTRESERVE ACCOUNT YET?

Use Lifetime Activities CourtReserve App to access your account,
make reservations, register for programs and use credit
cards for pro shop purchases. Opt-in to push noftifications
to get real-time information on court reservation
confirmations, cancelations due to inclement weather,
and court waitlist updates. League Captains can also
share these QR codes with their players to make sure
everyone can easily check in for their matches. App Store Google Play Store

Visit us online at www lifetimeactivities.com or stop by the the office at 1751 Heather Drive.
Please call with any questions at 925-945-0105 or 925-945-1102.

20
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CALENDER OF

&
) EL wlgu ]
Apr 3-6 USTA 40+ Playoffs Round 1
Apr 3-6 USTA 18+ Mixed Playoffs Round 2
Apr7 USTA 18+ Season Opens
Apr7 USTA 18+ DT Season Opens
Apr 7-11 USTA 40+ DT Playoffs Round 3
Apr 7 -11 USTA 18+ Mixed Playoffs Round 3
Apr 11 USTA 65+ DT Season Closes
Apr10-13  USTA 40+ Playoffs Round 2
Apr17-20  USTA 40+ Playoffs Round 3
Apr 21 USTA 40+ Mixed Team Registration Opens
Apr21-25  USTA 65+ DT Playoffs Round 1
Apr25-27  USTA 18+ Mixed Sectionals
Apr 28-May 2 USTA 65+ DT Playoffs Round 2
May 2 Calcutta Party & Auction
May 3 Calcutta Tournament
May 9-11 USTA 40+ Sectionals Opt 1
May 9-11 USTA 40+ DT Sectionals Opt 1
May 16-18  USTA 40+ Sectionals Opt 2
May 16-18  USTA 40+ DT Sectionals Opt 2
May 19 USTA 40+ Mixed Team Registration Closes
May 20-22  USTA 65+ DT Sectionals
May 25 USTA 55+ Season Closes

EVENTS

N “'ﬂ ‘
— hw

May 30-Jun 1 WCRC Winter Doubles Tournament

TREASURER’S '1 3
REPORT k. a

Cara Mia Barnacascel

January 2025
Income
Income
Membership Dues 35.00
Total Income $35.00
Gross Profit $35.00
Expenses
League Expenses
Total Summer Singles Expenses $974.75
Total League Expenses $974.75
Nationals Fee 1,068.00
Office Supplies 42.68
Total Printing and Reproduction $59.99

Tournament Expenses
Calcutta Expenses

Total Calcutta Expenses $500.00
Total Tournament Expenses $500.00
Website 80.00

Total Expenses $2,725.42
Net Operating Income -$2,690.42
Net Income -$2,690.42
Balance through January, 2025 $68,105.77

The Court Reporter = April 2025

WCRC LEAGUES/EVENTS

WING Singles League Closes - April 13

Calcutta Dinner & Auction - May 2

Calcutta Tournament - May 3

WING Singles Playoffs - Apr 13 - May 31
Winter Doubles Tournament - May 30 - Jun 1

Mid-Summer Tournament - August 2
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Kaveh Moraghebi 1 0 Veronika Mora-Mieszkowski 1 0

B.5 Miho Kanauchi 1 0
Jim Wray
Denis Golovin

) Jing Wu 2 0

N DN
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Adam Chacksfield 10 1 24%0
AR5 No matches played yet
Adam Chacksfield 3 0

’

50t No matches played yet
Michael Rogers 1 0
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It’s not too late to join the WCRC Winter Doubles League
details on page 16
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The very popular WCRC Summer Singles League Opens April 14th
details on page 11
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